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William Henry Mueller was born 27-Aug 1888 in
*" St. Louis. His parents were Johann Friedrich

Wilhelm Midller (1861-1921) and Katheryn
“Kattie” A Von Fintel (1864-1941). He had five
brothers: Willis, Ewald, Albert, Ervin, Harold and
Edward and two sisters: Viola and Lillie.

™ According to the 1900 Federal Census, the family
S ' " was living at 1118 E. 11th Street in Winfield
Kansas. W|II|am was 11. By 1910, the family was living on Chambers Street in St. Louis.
William was now 21, earning a wage as a salesman in the “Tea and Coffee” industry. He
married Esther Uhlich on 29-Jun 1918 at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and Chapel in
Chesterfield, Missouri. They raised two children: Olney and Betty.

When he registered for the
draft during World War I, he J~ X/"“
. . . f/’ /i’//r« zé’
listed his occupation as a clerk T g
with National Oats Company in
St. Louis, Mo. William enlisted
in the Army on 8-Jul 1918. He
attained the rank of Sergeant.
His service number was
3088490. He served in the US
Army in Company L, the 163rd
Infantry.

About the 163rd Infantry

The 163rd Infantry Regiment, a unit of the Montana National Guard, saw service in World
War | as part of the 41st Infantry Division. The 41st Infantry Division, nicknamed the
“Sunset Division,” was activated on April 1, 1917, and was composed of National Guard
units from the Pacific Northwest. They were initially part of the Second Montana
Regiment, later consolidated and redesignated the 163rd. The regiment was sent to Camp
Green in North Carolina. The regiment received training at Camp Green in North Carolina,
then moved to Washington D.C., New Jersey, and eventually embarked for Europe.



On 26-Nov 1917 parts of the division embarked for Europe as part of the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF). The last units arrived on 6-Feb 1918. The 41st was the fifth U.S.
division to arrive in France. In France, the 163rd was assigned to the 41st Infantry Division,
a division that also included other units from the District of Columbia National Guard. The
41st Division received a major disappointment when it was designated a replacement
division and did not go to combat as a unit. The majority of its infantry personnel went to
the 1st, 2nd, 32nd and 42nd Infantry Divisions where they served throughout the war. The
163rd served in Europe as part of the American Expeditionary Force, commanded by
General John J. Pershing.

While it never fought as a complete division in World War |, the soldiers of the 41st served
as replacements for other divisions and operated a reception and training depot in France.
The division was designated as a replacement and training division in France. Soldiers of
the 41st served in other divisions, and the division itself operated a training and reception
center. Despite not fighting as a unit, the 41st's soldiers contributed to the overall war
effort by filling roles in other divisions that were experiencing high casualties. William was
discharged 29-Mar 1919. The unit was demobilized at Camp Dix, New Jersey, in 1919.

According to the 1930 Federal Census, William and Betty lived at 2005 Salisbury Street in
St. Louis MO. He was renting the home. He was working as a Bookkeeper in the “Packing
House Industry.” His adopted son Olney and daughter Betty, along with a nephew Ned
were living with them.

In 1940, according to the Federal Census, William was living at 2003-A Salisbury Street in
St. Louis MO. He reported he was a “Meat Salesman” at a Packing House. He had attended
one year of college, rented the home, worked 52 weeks the previous year (1939) and his
income was $2200.00 (year).



The Old Man’s Draft

The “Old Man's Draft” refers to the Fourth
Registration of the World War Il Selective
Service, which took place on April 27,
1942. It registered men aged 45 to 64
(born between April 27, 1877, and
February 16, 1897). Unlike earlier
registrations that focused on military
service, this registration aimed to
inventory the manpower resources of the
nation, particularly skilled workers, for
potential civilian or industrial
contributions to the war effort.

REGISTRATION CARD— (Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and on or before February 16, 1897)
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ADDRESS

When William registered for the World War Il draft in 1942, he was living and working for
Armour Meat Company on Clark Street In St. Louis. He was living at 2003-A Salisbury in St.

Louis.

William died on 29 Jul 1971. He is buried at Valhalla Cemetery in St Louis, Missouri. His
wife Esther died in 1987 and is buried alongside him. They were married 53 years.



