
MICHAEL ALLAN LOGAN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
US NAVY 1975-1995 

 
  



1 
 

MICHAEL ALLAN LOGAN 
US NAVY 1975-1995 

 

Michael “Mike” Allan Logan was born 30-May 1952 in Wood River IL. 
His parents were OƟs Edwin Logan Jr. (1924–1992) and Dorothy Mae 
White (1925–2008). Mike’s father OƟs, served in the Navy during 
WWII. Mike had one sibling, a sister Karen Louise born in 1949 in 
Kirksville MO. Mike lived in Wood River unƟl about September 1954 
when his family moved to Kewanee IL. In October 1959, Michael lived 
in mulƟple ciƟes in Missouri including St. Louis and Ballwin. Mike 
would later live in Mexico and Columbia MO.  

He aƩended Brentwood High School in St. Louis MO. Mike was on the 
varsity track club from 1968-1971, was the captain of the team and a 
member of the NaƟonal Honor Society 1969-1971. He graduated high 
school in 1971. In 1972, Mike moved to Kansas City while aƩending 
University of Missouri in Kansas City. He returned to St. Louis in 1974 
and later lived in Florissant MO.   

In March 1975, Mike moved to Virginia. He joined the Navy on 24-Jun 1975. He aƩended 
Navy Boot Camp in Orlando Florida from 25-June to 29-Aug 1975. On an applicaƟon, Mike 
reported he his hobbies as jogging and golf. AŌer his recruit training, from August 1975 to 
August 1976, Mike aƩended the Naval Technical Training Center in Memphis Tennessee.  
While in Memphis, Mike studied the following courses:  

 AviaƟon Fundamentals 16-Sep 1975 to 25-Sep 1975 
 Basic Electricity and Electronics 26-Sep to 7-Nov 1975 
 Avionics Fundamentals 10-No to 26-Feb 1976. 
 Advanced First Term Avionics 11-Mar to 25-Aug 1976 

AŌer Memphis, Mike moved back to Virginia Beach, NAS Oceana, where he took A-6E 
Weapon System Training from 4-Oct to 24-Nov 1976.  At the Ɵme, Mike was an AviaƟon 
Fire Control PeƩy Officer 2nd Class (AQ2). 

From August 1976 to December 1976, Mike aƩended NAMTRADET A-6E Weapons 
Systems Training. “NAMTRADE A-6 weapons training” refers to the weapons training 
conducted for the Grumman A-6 Intruder aircraŌ, by the Navy, as it is part of the Navy's 
training programs. This training would involve the crew learning to operate and uƟlize the 
various weapons systems of the A-6 Intruder, including bombs, missiles, rockets, and other  
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ordnance. The training aims to ensure the crew is proficient in 
delivering convenƟonal and potenƟally nuclear payloads under 
various condiƟons. 

From December 1976 to March 1980, Mike was assigned to the Fire 
Control Shop with VA-75. From June to December 1977, he served 
on the USS Saratoga with VA-75. From October 1978 to April 1979 
Mike served aboard the USS Saratoga as an AQ3. 

USS Saratoga Cruise 

USS Saratoga (CV/CVA/CVB-60) was the second of four Forrestal-class supercarriers built 
for the United States Navy in the 1950s. Commissioned in 1956, she spent most of her 
career in the Mediterranean, but also parƟcipated during the Vietnam War, receiving one 
baƩle star for her service. One of her last operaƟonal duƟes was to parƟcipate in 
OperaƟon Desert Storm.  

In 1978-1979, the USS Saratoga (CV-60) 
primarily operated in the Mediterranean 
Sea as part of the US Navy. During this 
period, the Saratoga embarked on a 
Mediterranean deployment which lasted 
from October 3, 1978, to April 5, 1979. 
The ship's primary role was to support 
and project naval power, providing air 
cover and strike capabiliƟes in the region. 
The Saratoga's deployment in 1978-1979 
was a significant event, demonstraƟng 
the US Navy's presence and readiness in 

the Mediterranean.  On 21 November 1978, Saratoga collided with the replenishment 
oiler Waccamaw while operaƟng with the Sixth Fleet, during a refueling operaƟon 50 
miles (80 km) south of Crete, suffering minor damage and no injuries. 

Mediterranean ports visited included: 

 Rota, Spain 
 Livorno, Italy 
 Trieste, Italy 
 Valencia, Spain 
 Alexandria, Egypt  

 Malaga, Spain 
 Palma de, Mallorca 
 Barcelona, Spain 
 Mayport, Florida 
 Naples, Italy 

 



1 
 

His duƟes included: 

 Collateral Duty Inspector from March 1977 to March 1980. 
 Night Check Supervisor (Assigned as needed) from May 1978 to March 1980.  
 In March 1980 PCS Orders to VA-42 assigned to Fire Control Ship , June 1980-June 

1981.  
 AircraŌ Debriefer: September 1981 to present Student at University of Mississippi.  

Beginning in March 1980 Mike served in VA-42. VA-42, also known as the “Green Pawns,” 
was a U.S. Navy AƩack Squadron that served aboard the USS Saratoga (CV-60). VA-42 was 
a fleet replacement squadron for A-6A Intruders and trained both pilots and 
bombardier/navigators. They also conducted maintenance training for the A-6A fleet. VA-
42 was nicknamed “Green Pawns” due to their unique green pawn insignia. The squadron 
later changed their insignia and nickname in 1992. 

Mike was selected by the Navy to complete his college educaƟon. From March 1980 to 
August 1981, Mike served in the Navy, VA-42 NAS Oceana in Virginia. His job was Fire 
Control ShiŌ Supervisor. On 16-Oct 1981, Mike was promoted from AQ2 to AQ1. While 
serving, Mike aƩended the University of Mississippi from August 1981 to June 1983. He 
reported on an applicaƟon, he enjoyed biology and economics the most in high school 
and management and economics in college. He graduated with a degree in Business 
Management.  Mike made the Dean’s Honor Roll during the fall 1981 semester.  

In June he was listed as an officer candidate. Prior to becoming an officer, Mike was listed 
as an AQ1 or Navy Rate AviaƟon Fire Control Technician 1st Class PeƩy Officer. On 4-Jun 
1983, Mike began his officer training. The courses Mike took were: 

 Damage Control 
 Engineering 
 Seamanship 
 Naval Warfare 
 PiloƟng 
 CelesƟal 
 Naval OrientaƟon 
 Personnel AdministraƟon 
 Discipline AdministraƟon 
 Material Management 
 Maneuvering Board 
 Military ApƟtude 
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His final GPA was 3.389. His student standing was 195 of 262 students. He completed his 
training on 1-Oct 1983 and was commissioned an Ensign.  

Mike received a citaƟon for his parƟcipaƟon in the Naval R.O.T.C Program. The citaƟon 
read: 

CITATION 

In recognition of outstanding leadership, loyal support, and active 
participation in the program of the Navy R.O.T.C., this citation is 
presented to Michael A. Logan, designating him worthy of the 
Chancellors Award this the fourteen day of April, nineteen-hundred 
and eighty-three and presented in person at the chancellor‘s review. 

Porter L Fortune Jr. 
University of Mississippi. 

 

Forrestal Mediterranean Cruise  

Mike was deployed on the USS Forrestal from June 1986 to November 1986. The USS 
Forrestal was bound for its 18th Mediterranean tour. Forrestal departed Mayport on the 
aŌernoon of 2-Jun I986. Forrestal entered the Mediterranean through the Straits of 
Gibraltar on the aŌernoon of June 14. On June 17, the ship dropped anchor in Augusta 
Bay in Sicily. On June 19, the ship docked in Naples where they hosted a USO show. 
FORRESTAL got underway from Naples on June 24 and joined USS America (CV-66) for 
three days of dual carrier operaƟons in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Forrestal again transited the 
Straits of Messina and entered the lonian Sea on June 28. for the next week, Forrestal 
conducted rouƟne flight operaƟons in the internaƟonal airspace of the Tripoli Flight 
InformaƟon Region, the internaƟonal air traffic control sector of Libya. On July 4, 
FORESTAL celebrated America's birthday with a “Steel Beach” picnic on our flight deck. 
Following four more days of flight operaƟons, we arrived in Palma de Mallorca for a 10-
day port visit on July 9. 

On August 18, FORESTAL got underway from Cannes and headed east, conducƟng five 
days of flight operaƟons before arriving north of Egypt on August 23 to take part in 
OperaƟon Sea Wind, a joint U.S.-EgypƟan training exercise. “Sea Wind” was the first 
exercise held in the area since U.S. and Libyan forces clashed during a U.S. training exercise 
off the Libyan coast the previous March. ParƟcipaƟng in the operaƟon were 7,500 
Americans and about an equal number of EgypƟan personnel. During the exercise, CVW-
6 aircraŌ performed several joint pracƟce strikes against EgypƟan target airfields and port 
faciliƟes and also conducted mock dogfights with EgypƟan Air Force fighters.  
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AddiƟonally, CVW-6 anƟ-submarine S-3 Viking and SH-3 Sea King aircrews honed their 
anƟ-submarine warfare skills in operaƟons against French and EgypƟan submarines. The 
five-day exercise concluded on August 28 with CVW-6 aircraŌ parƟcipaƟng in an air show 
staged at Wadi el-Natrun, a desert site located 50 miles northwest of Cairo. During the air 
show, the aircraŌ demonstrated bombing, strafing, and rockeƟng missions against a 
variety of ground targets. 

The Navy announced on August 26 that Forrestal scheduled port visit to Haifa, Israel would 
be cancelled due to an operaƟonal schedule change. We instead headed for Naples, 
arriving on the morning of August 31. Forrestal was ordered to cut her Naples port visit 
short in response to a Pan Am hijacking in Pakistan and got underway on 90 minutes noƟce 
on September 5. AŌer the incident was resolved the next day, we were ordered to return 
to Naples, arriving on the morning of September 7. 

Forrestal was underway again on September 10 for four days of flight operaƟons and 
returned to Naples on the morning of September 14. FORRESTAL departed Naples 
September 24 for the fourth and final Ɵme of the 1986 deployment. Following three days 
of flight operaƟons off the coast of southern France and a surface-to-air missile firing, 
Forrestal arrived in Livorno, Italy on September 28 for a four-day port visit. 

Forrestal was underway from Livorno on October 2 enroute for the eastern mediterranean 
and exercise Display DeterminaƟon 86. During this exercise, Forrestal operated with USS 
John F. Kennedy (CV-67). CVW-6 aircraŌ flew low-level, coordinated strikes, and conducted 
air combat maneuvering training over Turkey. The ship concluded their role in Display 
DeterminaƟon on October 13 and began the transit to Palma de Mallorca, Spain, arriving 
on October 20. 

AŌer a nine-day visit in Palma, Forrestal departed on October 29 and conducted a two-
day exercise with the Spanish Navy and their aircraŌ carrier, Dedaldo, as they headed west 
for the Rock of Gibraltar. Forrestal officially departed the Sixth Fleet in October 3l and 
commenced the ten-day transit across the AtlanƟc, arriving in Mayport shortly aŌer noon 
on Monday, 10-Nov 1986. 

Mike married Allison Marie on 6-Sep 1980 in Virginia Beach. They later divorced on 26-
Nov 1982 in Virginia. From October 1983 to June 1984, Mike aƩended school training as 
an AviaƟon Maintenance Officer in Memphis Tennessee. (Editor’s note: Allison’s name 
intenƟonally kept private.) 

 



4 
 

In the US Navy, “AQ1” refers to an AviaƟon Fire Control 
Technician PeƩy Officer First Class. It's an abbreviaƟon for the 
rank and specialty of someone who maintains and repairs 
aircraŌ's electronic fire control systems. This raƟng was 
established in 1954 and was later merged into the AviaƟon 
Electronics. 

In March 1980, Saratoga embarked airwing CVW-3 and 
departed on their 16th Mediterranean deployment. Highlights 
of the deployment included major exercises with the 
USS Forrestal baƩle group, and visits by the Chief of Naval 
OperaƟons, ADM Thomas B. Hayward, and Master Chief PeƩy 
Officer of the Navy Thomas C. Crow. Then-commanding officer, CAPT James H. Flatley III, 
made naval aviaƟon history on 21 June 1980 when he completed his 1,500th carrier 
arrested landing. To make the event special, Midshipman James H. Flatley IV, the Captain's 
son, rode in the back seat. 

On 28 September 1980, only one month aŌer her return from deployment, Saratoga 
departed Mayport and headed north to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard where she 
underwent the most extensive industrial overhaul ever performed on any Navy ship. 
Saratoga was the first ship to go through the Service Life Extension Program (SLEP) 
overhaul that would last 28 months. She conducted sea trials on 16 October 1982 and leŌ 
Philadelphia with much fanfare on 2 February 1983 with her new nickname — “Super 
Sara.”  In 1980, the USS Saratoga (CV-60) had a crew of 3,777 personnel, including both 
officers and enlisted personnel.  

Naval Air StaƟon Oceana is the Navy’s East Coast Master Jet Base, home to F/A-18 Super 
Hornets.  The primary mission of NAS Oceana is as a Shore-Based Readiness Integrator, 
providing the faciliƟes, equipment and personnel to support shore-based readiness, total 
force readiness and maintain operaƟonal access of Oceana-based forces.  

AƩack Squadron 75 (VA-75) or ATKRON 75 was an aƩack squadron of the United States 
Navy that was acƟve from World War II through the 1990s. Nicknamed the “Sunday 
Punchers,” they were based out of Naval Air StaƟon Oceana, Virginia. Originally 
established as Bombing Squadron EIGHTEEN (VB-18) on 20 July 1943, it was redesignated 
AƩack Squadron VA-7A on 15 November 1946, redesignated AƩack Squadron VA-74 on 
27 July 1948, redesignated AƩack Squadron VA-75 on 15 February 1950 and disestablished 
on 28 February 1997. They were the second squadron to be designated VA-75, the first 
VA-75 was disestablished on 30 November 1949. They were the first fleet squadron to 
operate the A-6 Intruder and the last unit to fly it in operaƟonal service. 
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Michael’s mother, Dorothy died in 2008 in St. Louis. His arƟfacts and records were 
discovered in the basement of her home, a rental property. They were collected by the 
landlord who, not sure what to do with them, but kept them safe for several years. In 
spring of 2025, the landlord donated the arƟfacts, uniform and informaƟon to the Mid 
America Veterans Museum. Michael aƩained the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade. He was 
awarded the following medals and commendaƟons: 

 Navy and Marine Overseas Service 
 Navy Sea Service Ribbon w/2 Stars 
 Navy E Ribbon* 
 Navy Achievement Medal 
 Meritorious Unit CommendaƟon w/Star 
 Navy Good Conduct Medal w/Star 

*Editor’s note: The Navy “E” Ribbon, also known as the BaƩle “E” Ribbon, is a unit award 
in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard, signifying that a ship, squadron, or other unit has won 
a BaƩle Efficiency compeƟƟon. It is awarded to personnel permanently assigned to the 
winning unit. The ribbon features a navy-blue background with white and gold borders, 
and a silver “E” device is worn in the center for the first award. Subsequent awards are 
indicated by addiƟonal “E” devices, with a wreathed “E” worn for the fourth and 
subsequent awards. 

It is likely Michael was Honorably Discharged in about 1995. The museum has no 
informaƟon on Michael beyond the military informaƟon provided herein.   

Michael Alan Logan died 25-Mar 2018. He was 66. He was buried with full military honors 
at Jefferson Barracks NaƟonal Cemetery in St. Louis MO.  
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Supplemental InformaƟon: 

Squadron Patches 

 

 

 

 

 

 


