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Michael David Cummins was born 7-NOV 1957 in St. Louis, Missouri.  
His father was Charles David Cummins Jr. (1919-2001) and his mother 
was Melba Jean Janes Cummins (1931-2006).  Michael had one 
brother: Patrick.  Michael aƩended Riverview Gardens High School, 
graduaƟng in 1976.  AŌer high school, he aƩended Southwest 
Missouri State where he parƟcipated in the ROTC program.   

In 1980 Michael was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Missouri 
NaƟonal Guard. For much of the final decades of the twenƟeth 
century, NaƟonal Guard personnel typically served “One weekend a 

month, two weeks a year”, with a porƟon working for the Guard in a full-Ɵme capacity.  
Michael chose to join the US Army.   

In 1982, Michael joined the Army and went to Armor School in Fort Benning (now Fort 
Moore) Georgia.  The primary focus at Fort Benning is the training of United States Army 
soldiers, non-commissioned officers, warrant officers, and commissioned officers. It also 
trains for equipment handling, including the M1 Abrams, the Bradley FighƟng Vehicle, and 
the Stryker Mobile Gun System. The Armor School moved to Fort Benning in 2010 as part 
of the United States Base Realignment and Closure program.  

From 3-AUG 1982 unƟl 29-JUN 1983 1st Lieutenant 
Michael Cummins served in the 72nd Armor in 1st 
Platoon, Scout Leader B Company 1st BaƩalion in Korea.   

From 31-OCT 83 to 26-MAR 85, Cummins was based at 
Fort Riley Kansas, home of the 1st Infantry Division, the 
“Big Red One”.  He served in the Dauntless BaƩalion as 
a 1st Lieutenant in D Company as XO (ExecuƟve Officer).   

From spring 1985 to 1986 Michael was based at Fort 
Rucker (now Fort Novosel) Army Helicopter school in 
Alabama.  Michael would serve in the 4th AƩack 

Helicopter BaƩalion.  On 10-JAN 1985, Michael graduated from “IniƟal Entry Rotary Wing 
AviaƟon Course.”  He was on his way to earning his wings and becoming a helicopter pilot.   
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AŌer graduaƟon, from 1986 to 1989, Michael was based at Fort Carson Colorado.  Fort 
Carson is home to the 4th Division.  It is composed of a division headquarters baƩalion, 
three brigade combat teams (two Stryker and one armor), a combat aviaƟon brigade, a 
division sustainment brigade, and a division arƟllery.  The 4th Infantry Division's official 
nickname is “Ivy.” 

In 1989, Michael returned to Fort Rucker (now Fort Novosel) for AviaƟon Officer School.  
To become a U.S. Army pilot, a soldier must complete extensive. As an aspiring aviaƟon 
warrant officer, it is necessary to aƩend Warrant Officer Candidate School for six weeks, 
followed by Warrant Officer Pilot School and flight training, which lasts anywhere from 12 
to 18 months.  On 14-JUL 1989, Captain Michael Cummins was awarded his flight status, 
having completed all the course work the Advanced AviaƟon Course.   

Beginning on 17-NOV 1989 through 29-OCT 1990, Cummins served with 5th Squadron, 
17th Cavalry. Then in 1989 and 1990 he was back to Korea, based at Camp Humphreys 
near Seoul South Korea.  Editor’s note: Camp Humphreys is the Army's largest installaƟon 
in the Pacific.  Located within the seaport city of Pyeongtaek, along the western coast of 
South Korea, and approximately 40 miles south of Seoul, Camp Humphreys is home to the 
Army's most acƟve airfield in the Pacific.  In addiƟon to its airfield, there are several U. S. 
Army tacƟcal and direct support units located on Camp Humphreys, including the 2nd 
Combat AviaƟon Brigade, elements of the 1st Signal Brigade, 501st Military Intelligence 
Brigade, 65th Medical Brigade, and many other military units and commands. 

In 1990 Michael was deployed to Fort Campbell Kentucky home of the Army’s 101st 
Division Screaming Eagles. Fort Campbell Army Base is located astride the Kentucky–
Tennessee border.  Fort Campbell is home to the 101st Airborne.  Here Micheal served 
with the 3rd BaƩalion 101st AviaƟon Regiment.  

From Fort Campbell, Cummins deployed for the Persian Gulf. Early on 17-JAN 1991, 
OperaƟon Desert Shield came to an end when the air campaign of OperaƟon Desert Storm 
began.  OperaƟon Desert Storm was the combat phase lasƟng from 2-AUG 1990 to 28-
FEB 1991.  The iniƟal conflict to expel Iraqi troops from Kuwait began with aerial and naval 
bombardments on 17-JAN 1991, conƟnuing for five weeks.  

The early shots, fired in the predawn hours of January 17 were among the most criƟcal of 
the war, blinding Iraq's early warning net at a key moment.  U.S. Central Command relied 
enƟrely on the aƩack helicopters and USAF special operaƟons helicopters to do the job. 
This was followed by the  ground assault on 24 February. By midaŌernoon on the first day 
of baƩle, elements of the 101st and 82d Airborne Divisions were deep into Iraq.  In one 
case just twenty-four miles south of the Euphrates River.   
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Pictured is the AH-1 Huey Cobra; type Michael 
Cummins piloted.  The Bell AH-1 Cobra is a two-
blade, single-engine aƩack helicopter 
manufactured by Bell Helicopter. It was 
developed using the engine, transmission and 
rotor system of the Bell UH-1 Iroquois. A member 
of the prolific Huey family, the AH-1 is also 
referred to as the Huey Cobra or Snake. 

The AH-1 was the backbone of the United States Army’s aƩack helicopter fleet when 
Michael served.  The slim profile of the helicopter allegedly provided defensive benefits 
by making it harder for opponents to accurately hit it with small arms fire, although man-
portable air-defense system (MANPADS) did prove to be effecƟve against the Cobra.  
Editor’s note:  MANPADS are more commonly known as surface-to-air missiles that can be 
carried and fired by a single individual.  ParƟcularly vulnerable areas included the tail rotor 
drive shaŌ and the main transmission.   

Editor’s note: During the 1990s, the US Army gradually phased out its Cobra fleet, 
completely reƟring the type from acƟve service in March 1999. The service, which had long 
sought a more capable successor to the Cobra, had procured a large fleet of AH-64 
Apaches.  In 2003, the US Forest Service acquired 25 AH-1Fs that had been reƟred from 
the US Army fleet.  These were designated Bell 209 and were converted into Firewatch 
Cobras with infrared and low light sensors and systems for real Ɵme fire monitoring. 

AŌer Desert Storm Michael returned to Fort Campbell, where he served unƟl reƟring from 
acƟve duty in 1993.  Michael joined a local reserve unit at ScoƩ Air Force Base in Illinois 
and later in St. Louis Missouri. Michael served in 7th BaƩalion, 158th AviaƟon- the Lancers 
- at ScoƩ Air Force Base in Illinois.  The mission of the 7th BaƩalion (General Support), 
158th AviaƟon Regiment is to, on order, mobilize to conduct conƟnuous heavy-liŌ 
helicopter movement of troops, supplies and equipment.   

Michael later transferred to the 6025th Garrison Support Unit in St. Louis.  In 1997 to 1998 
Michael was deployed to Germany and Yugoslavia support SFOR.  The StabilizaƟon Force 
(SFOR) was a NATO-led mulƟnaƟonal peacekeeping force deployed to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina aŌer the Bosnian War.  The Bosnian War was an internaƟonal armed conflict 
that took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995. The war is commonly 
seen as having started on 6-APR 1992, following a number of earlier violent incidents. The 
war ended on 14 -DEC 1995 when the Dayton accords were signed.   
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Though Michael reƟred from the U.S. 
Army, he chose to remain in the 
reserves.  About that same Ɵme, 
Michael aƩended a local police 
academy and joined the O’Fallon 
Police Department as a traffic 
policeman.  Michael served our 
country in the Army and reserves and 
our community while serving with the 
O’Fallon Missouri Police Department. 
In 1998 he served as the execuƟve 
officer of the 648th Area Support 
Group in St. Louis Missouri.   

Michael Cummins reƟred from the reserves in 2008 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
Michael had served 28 years.  He earned the following awards and commendaƟons: 

 
 Bronze Star  
 Meritorious Service Military Medal  

w/1 Oak Cluster 
 Army CommendaƟon Medal  

w/4 Oak Clusters 
 Army Achievement Medal  

w/4 Oak Clusters 
 Army NaƟonal Guard Achievement Medal 

w/3 Oak Clusters 
 NaƟonal Defense Service Medal 
 Armed Forces ExpediƟonary Military Medal 
 Southwest Asia Service Medal  

w/2 Oak Clusters 

 Korean Defense Service Medal 
 Armed Forces Service Medal 
 Armed Forces Reserve Medal with X/M 
 Army Service Medal 
 Army Overseas Medal w/3 Deployments 
 Saudi Arabia Kuwait LiberaƟon Medal 
 Kuwait LiberaƟon Medal 
 Korean War Republic of Korea PresidenƟal 

Unit CitaƟon  
 Vanguard Armed Forces Medal  
 Vanguard Meritorious Service 

 
Michael and his wife Jill seƩled in St. Peters in 1996.  They have one son Timothy.   
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