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FALLEN HERO COMING HOME 
William A. “Billy” Smith was born 16 SEP 1922 in Syracuse 
Missouri.  His father was Peter Arthur Smith (1898–1981) and his 
mother was Ida Mae Keightley (1901–?).  Billy had two brothers: 
Clement Archie Smith (1919–1979) and Lewis Lee Smith (1925–1961).  
In 1940, the family was living in Mill Creek Missouri.  Billy later 
aƩended Davenport High School in Davenport Iowa.  He registered for 
the draŌ on 30-JUN 1942.His draŌ registraƟon states his employer is 
W G Block Company.   

William served in World War II in the 149th Engineer Combat BaƩalion.  His serial number 
was 37661729. Billy entered the service 11-NOV 1942.  In June 1944, Smith was assigned 
to Company C, 149th Engineer Combat BaƩalion in the European Theater. In the evening 
of June 5, 1944, the 149th Engineer Combat BaƩalion loaded onto their LCIs from 
Weymouth, England. 

On June 6, Smith was aboard the landing craŌ USS LCI(L)-92, along with roughly 200 other 
servicemembers, enroute to land on Omaha Beach, in Normandy, France. At 
approximately 0800 on 6-JUN 1944, D-Day, USS LCI(L)-92 was making a straight-in 
approach onto “Dog White” beach, using smoke as cover.  As the craŌ steamed toward 
the shore, it struck an underwater mine which caused the craŌ to burst into flames. The 
craŌ was also hit by enemy arƟllery fire, causing an explosion in Troop Compartment #1 
causing the compartment to catch on fire. The explosion ignited the ship’s fuel stores and 
instantly killed everyone in the troop compartment. Due to the urgency of the situaƟon, 
it was impossible for others to search for survivors. The ship was consequently stranded 
on Normandy beach, holed, and burned out.  Smith’s remains were not accounted for. 

Around 10-JUN, members of the 500th Medical CollecƟng Company examined the 
wreckage of LCI-92 and noted the burnt remains of servicemen in the troop compartment, 
where Smith and others were last seen. American Graves RegistraƟon Command (AGRC), 
the organizaƟon that searched for and recovered fallen American personnel in the 
European Theater, removed small amounts of remains from LCI-92 and buried them in the 
United States Military Cemetery (USMC) St. Laurent-sur-Mer. 

Beginning in 1946, AGRC analyzed the remains found in LCI-92, segregaƟng them into four 
separate Unknowns (X-53, X-83, X-83B, and X-83C). Despite their efforts, AGRC were 
unable to idenƟfy the Unknowns at the Ɵme and they were interred in Normandy 
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American Cemetery, an American BaƩle 
Monuments Commission site in Normandy, 
France. 

In June and August 2021, the Department of 
Defense and ABMC officials exhumed the 
comingled remains of the four Unknowns and 
transferred them to the DPAA Laboratory for 
analysis. To idenƟfy Smith’s remains, scienƟsts 
from DPAA used anthropological analysis. 
AddiƟonally, scienƟsts from the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA) analysis. 

Pvt. Smith’s name is recorded on the Walls of the Missing at Normandy American 
Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France, along with others sƟll missing from WWII. A 
roseƩe will be placed next to his name to indicate he has been accounted for. Pvt. Smith 
will be buried 11-NOV 2024, in St. Louis, Missouri.   


