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Colin Ismail Arslanbas was born on 19-MAY 2001 in Ormond Beach,
Florida. His parents were Evren and Nicole Arslanbas. Colin had one
brother and sister. He grew up in O’Fallon, Missouri where he met his
future wife Gracen, in 4th grade. Colin was a 2019 graduate of Fort
Zumwalt West High School. He and Gracen reconnected when he
: asked her to attend the Marine Corps Ball in 2022. They were married
! ' on18-FEB 2023.

’ : Colin enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on 16-MAR 2020.
He reported to Marine Corps Reserve Depot (MCRD) San Diego.

After completion of Basic Training, he went continued to the
Infantry Training Battalion at the School of Infantry West. Upon
the completion of entry level training, PFC Arslanbas reported to
the Basic Reconnaissance Course (BRC) where he was promoted
to the rank of Lance Corporal and earned the Reconnaissance
Marine Military Occupational Specialty Code, 0321. The _
Reconnaissance Marine is an Infantry Marine skilled in
amphibious reconnaissance and ground reconnaissance. In
addition to basic infantry skills, he possessed proficiency in scout swimming, small boat
operations and refined observation, scouting, patrolling and long-range communications
skills.

After completing BRC, Lance Corporal Arslanbas received further training including: Army
Airborne School, Military Free-fall School, and SERE School. Following his training,
Arslanbas was assigned to 2nd Reconnaissance Battalion, Alpha Company, where he was
promoted to the rank of Corporal on 1-MAY 2022. During the Alpha Company Marine
Expeditionary Unit work up, he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 1-APR 2024.
Sergeant Arslanbas was filling the billet of ARTO in Team 1, 2nd Platoon.
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On 18-APR 2024 SGT Colin Arslanbas, now assigned to the Maritime Special Purpose Force
(MSPF), 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, died in a training accident, a parachute mishap,
near Camp Lejeune. He leaves behind his wife and an unborn daughter.



Sergeant Colin Arslanbas was awarde the following:

The Global War on Terrorism Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal.

Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (posthumously)

Editor’s note: Colin was a freshman classmate at Fort Zumwalt West of Jared Schmitz, a
Marine who was among 13 service members killed in a terrorist attack at the Kabul,
Afghanistan airport as the U.S. withdrew from the country in 2021. Schmitz completed his
education at Fort Zumwalt South after his family moved.



