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AUGUST “GUS” FURLA 
US ARMY 1942-1953 

August Furla was born 1-JUN 1915 in St. Louis Missouri.  His parents 
were Bess and John Furla.  Gus had five siblings: Leo, Estelle, 
George, Jerry, and Nicholas. Gus was a 27-year-old, first year 
medical student at St. Louis University when he entered the U.S. 
Army as a reserve officer on 17-NOV 1942.  He served in World War 
II with the Army Medical Corps and the 57th Field Artillery Battalion, 
7th Infantry Division as the battalion medical officer.  After World 
War II ended, Gus earned his undergraduate and medical degree 
from St. Louis University in St. Louis MO.   After his internship at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in St. Louis, he was assigned to the U.S. Army in 

occupied Japan from 1947-1949 as Director of Public Health and Sanitation. 

Returning to the United States, he was appointed with a regular commission in the U.S. 
Medical Corps on 2-NOV 1949.  August Furla married Mary Stravolakis on 18-JUN 1950.   
The newly appointed Captain was then deployed to Korea in August 1950 after being 
married just two months ago.   

During his deployment in the Korean war, Captain Furla would serve in the Battle of 
Changjin (Chosen) Reservoir in November 1950.  The 57th Artillery Battalion provided 
direct support batteries in advance to the north on the east side of the Chosen Reservoir.  
Unknown to Colonel Donald C. Faith (TF Faith) or Colonel Allan MacLean (TF MacLean) or 
anyone else, Chinese Communist Forces of the 80th Division had encircled the task force 
earlier that evening.  At about 10 p.m., 80th Division, reinforced by an additional infantry 
regiment, launched its attack. Blowing whistles, bugles and horns and shooting flares, 
Chinese troops stormed American positions in massive waves, firing small arms and 
mortars, throwing grenades, and screaming wildly.  

Most of the battery’s personnel were overrun on December 1-2nd 1950 when the Chinese 
People Liberation Army conducted a massive attack on Task Force Faith commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Don C. Faith.  Both A and B batteries suffered at least 50% losses.  Most 
of the senior officers were killed or wounded. Remnants of TF Faith had to fight their way 
out of the Chinese entrapment to friendly Marine lines after most of TF Faith was 
surrounded.   

The 57th Artillery Battalion was among the X Corps forces withdrawn from North Korea 
in December for redeployment to Pusan.  From there, Captain Furla continued serving 
with them for another nine months as they fought back north.   
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“Mona Lisa” (Chun Jea Lee)  
Sweetheart of the 57th Field Artillery Battalion. 

 

Even in wartime, there are moments that warm our hearts and bring 
out the best in us. War is usually destructive and ugly. And we would usually 
associate it with painful memories. But amidst all the chaos and carnage at 
the Chosen Reservoir, there were still countable uplifting stories that 
happened.  This is the story of “Mona Lisa” when she was saved by American 
Soldiers and nurtured by the 57th Artillery Battalion.   

On a cold February day in 1951, South Korean soldiers and the 57th 
Field Artillery Battalion soldiers found a little girl named Chun Jea Lee.  She 
was like a frightened whimper as she backed off into a thicket, holding her 
hands over her ears while the 
soldiers tried to talk with her.  
The 57th Field Artillery fell in 
love with her and gave her 
their love as if she were their 
daughter.  As little as she was, 
the soldiers figured she was 
about four years old.  Little 
children wandering in the war-
torn countryside in Korea of 
was very common during the 
war.   Gus Furla with Mona Lisa 
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The soldiers carried her about 15 miles in their arms.  When they finally 
reached Sang Pong Num on the February 8th, they contacted Major Louis N. 
Schaffer of the 57th Field Artillery Battalion.  They told the major about the 
little orphan girl they had brought with them to the unit.  The soldiers 
described the little girl’s frightened condition and requested she be sent to a 
refugee camp farther south.  Major Schaffer looked at the tiny, helpless little 
girl with dirty and tangled hair and beneath the crust, that there was a 
smudge across her tear-stained face.  He felt the compassion as any American 
soldiers would have, so there began the tale of the little orphan girl later to 
be named Mona Lisa.  

After Major Schaffer received clearance from superiors to keep her 
temporarily in the battalion, he carried her to the medical officer Captain Gus 
Furla.  Captain Furla assured Major Schaffer that the little orphan would be 
taken care of … and she was.  

As they rubbed their eyes in the early morning hours, soldiers of the 
57th Field Artillery Battalion 
woke up to find they had a 
baby in their unit.  Grease-
stained mechanics from 
service battery found 
numerous excuses to visit 
Chun Jea Lee.  As the battalion 
soldiers’ love and fascination 
grew, by some unanimous 
consent, she was instantly 
nicked named Mona Lisa.  So, 
there she was Mona Lisa as 
everyone thought the name was appropriate for her.  In 1950, the song Mona 
Lisa was an award-winning popular song by Nat King Cole, written by Ray 
Evans. 

As the soldiers talked about Mona Lisa, a special diet chart was 
prepared by Captain Furla, the checklist for regarding her well-being for daily 
to-list was made, including a warm water bath.  Everyone was so very eager 
to take the special duties to take care of her.  As time went on, the soldiers 
thought she need some “girl’s outfits.”  Lieutenant Homer Brown stated, and 
was affirmed by Sergeant Norman Perry, that an “outfit” was not the right 

Gus Furla with Mona Lisa 
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word.  “We have a lady here.  She needed a lady-like wardrobe.”  So, the 
soldiers chipped in more than $600 for a brand new wardrobe.  That was a 
lot of money in those days in wartime.  Sergeant Hays and Rector agreed to 
figure out what sizes of shoes and wardrobe would be needed and sent a 
letter with a money order to a sales manager at Sears-Roebuck Inc. They sent 
a diagram of her foot and body size with all necessary details that they 
thought would help.   

Mona Lisa became a 
stylish little fashion queen with 
her new wardrobe.  But it was 
time for Mona Lisa to depart 
the 57th Field Battalion.  She 
was leaving for the orphanage 
where she would have other 
orphans to play with.  
Contributions from the five 
batteries of the entire battalion 
were riding with her as Chaplain A. Ponsigline, a padre from New Jersey, lifted 
Mona Lisa into his arms.  Mona Lisa rode away with a roaring send off by the 
soldiers of the 57th Artillery Battalion as they waved goodbye.   That was last 
time the 57th Field Battalion soldiers saw her.   

Many have wondered if she grew up to become a young lady, got 
married, and had children of her own. Where would she be now they 
wondered?  We hope to find her and to give a new understanding of surviving 
the Korean War and of the affection and warm-hearted American soldiers 
who embraced her with love and affection.”  

  

Mona Lisa with members of the 57th Field Artillery Battalion 
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The Battle of Chosin Reservoir was a two-week-long bloodbath pitting 30,000 US, 
Republic of Korea, and British troops against 120,000 Chinese soldiers, was a defining 
moment of the Korean War.  Gus Furla and the soldiers at Chosin experienced bitter cold, 
brutal terrain, severe frostbite, sleepless nights, and total mental and physical exhaustion. 
Below-zero temperatures, snow-covered mountains, icy roads, and wind-swept cliffs 
made every skirmish, firefight, and attack a nightmare beyond the men’s wildest dreams.  
It was said, “if you stopped moving, you froze.”   

Editor’s note:  Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals (MASH units) originated in the Korean War.  
Alan Alda starred as Hawkeye Pierce in the TV hit show M*A*S*H.  In Season Six: Fallen 
Idol, Hawkeye said, “Don't you know how much this place stinks? Don't you know what 
it's like to stand day after day in blood? In the blood of children? I hate this place.”  As a 
doctor in Korea, Captain August Furla saw the worst horrors of war.     

Gus returned to the United States in September 1951.  Captain August Furla was 
honorably discharged from the Army on 19-MAY 1953.  He was profiled in the Stars and 
Stripes for the 26-FEB 1951 issue and the nonfiction novel about the Korean War “These 
are Your Sons” by Timothy J. Mulvey, McGraw-Hill 1952.    

Captain August J. Furla was awarded the following medals and commendations: 

 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Theater Campaign Medal 
 Army of Occupation Japan Medal 
 Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation 
 Republic of Korea War Service Medal 
 National Defense Service Medal 
 United Nations Service Medal 
 Korean Service Medal with Five Bronze Campaign Stars 
 Good Conduct Medal 

Gus left the service on 19-MAY 1953 and returned home.  Dr. Furla set up a private 
practice as a General Practitioner and was on staff at Incarnate Word Hospital. He also 
oversaw the immunization program for St. Louis Public Schools.    Gus and Mary lived fifty 
years in Clayton Missouri and raised two sons: Alexander and John.   

August J. Furla died 6-JUL 1997.  He practiced medicine until his death in 1997.  He is 
buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis MO alongside  his wife Mary 
(1927-2012).   


