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James Roy Tash was born 29-DEC 1921 in Kansas.  His father was Arthur 
Alfred (Fred) Tash (1894–1956) and his mother was Myrtle May 
(Golden) Tash (1897–1982).  He had two brothers: Herbert and Alfred, 
and one sister Vernice.  He married Edna Mae Burch (1920–2000) and 
they lived on 22nd Street in St. Louis. They had one son Robert Dean 
Tash who died shortly aŌer birth.   

Private Tash entered the U.S. Army from Missouri and served in F 
Company, 2nd BaƩalion, 31st Infantry Regiment in the Philippines. The 
31st Infantry was assigned to cover the withdrawal of units to the 
Bataan peninsula and Corregidor.  As a result of the rapid retreat, many 

units were forced to abandon crucial supplies and heavy weapons. In order to allow the 
defensive lines Ɵme to stabilize, General MacArthur ordered five thousand men, including 
the 31st, to fight a delaying acƟon against elements of the Japanese a few miles south of 
the destroyed Layac bridge on 6 January 1942.  The 31st incurred heavy casualƟes by the 
Ɵme it rejoined the main defensive line at Abucay on 9 January.  Despite dwindling 
supplies and mounƟng losses, the 31st and other units defending Bataan managed to halt 
the Japanese advance and forced them to withdraw and await reinforcements from China 
over the next several weeks before renewing their offensive. 

Disease such as malaria and dysentery became rampant on both sides, parƟcularly the 
Americans and Filipinos when medical supplies were exhausted.  FiŌy percent of the 31st 
Infantry and the rest of the defenders were sick and malnourished by the Ɵme the 
Japanese renewed their offensive in early April.  As American and Filipino forces on Bataan 
surrendered to the Japanese on 9 April, remnants of the 31st escaped to Corregidor 
aboard the gunboat USS Mindanao, with the regimental colors and the prized Shanghai 
Bowl.  Intense fighƟng conƟnued unƟl the surrender of U.S. forces on the Bataan 
peninsula on 9-APR 1942, and Corregidor Island on 6-MAY 1942.   

Private James Tash was among the U.S. personnel who surrendered in Bataan. These 
prisoners were then subjected to the 65-mile Bataan Death March and held in inhumane 
condiƟons at the Cabanatuan POW camp.  
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James was highlighted by the St. Louis Star Times in an 
arƟcle Ɵtled, “FighƟng Men of St. Louis dated 2-JUL 
1942.”  

“According to prison camp and other historical records, 
Private Tash died 19-JUL 1942, and was buried along 
with other deceased prisoners in the local Cabanatuan 
Camp Cemetery in Common Grave 312. Following the 
war, American Graves RegistraƟon Service (AGRS) 
personnel exhumed those buried at the Cabanatuan 
cemetery and relocated the remains to a temporary 
U.S. military mausoleum near Manila.  

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat reported on 26-SEP 
1942, “James was wounded on the Bataan Peninsula on 
January 19 and according to word received by his 
mother from the War Department, returned to his 
foxhole for duty a week later.  The nature of his wound 
was not reported.”   

The St. Louis Post Dispatch reported on 28-SEP 1942 
saying, “The last message from him was a note in which 
he said he had been wounded on the leŌ leg aŌer being 
at the front for ten days.”   

 

 

James Roy Tash Returns Home 

In 1947, the AGRS examined the remains aƩempƟng to idenƟfy them. Twelve of the sets 
of remains from Common Grave 312 were idenƟfied, but the rest were declared 
unidenƟfiable. The unidenƟfied remains were buried at the Manila American Cemetery 
and Memorial (MACM) as Unknowns. In early 2018, the remains associated with Common 
Grave 312 were disinterred and sent to the DPAA laboratory at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii, for study. The laboratory analysis and the totality of the circumstanƟal 
evidence available established an associaƟon between one set of these unknown remains 
and Private Tash. The Defense POW/MIA AccounƟng Agency (DPAA) announced that US 
Army Private James R. Tash of St. Louis was at a prison camp in the Philippines when he 
died on July 19, 1942, and that his remains have finally idenƟfied. 
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AŌermath 

By the Ɵme of liberaƟon in September 1945, over 1,000 soldiers of the 31st Infantry had 
died in capƟvity, including most of the regiment’s officers and senior noncommissioned 
officers. 

James Roy Tash was likely awarded the following medals and ribbons: 

 Bronze Star 
 Purple Heart 
 AsiaƟc Pacific Campaign Medal 
 Prisoner of war Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 

 

James Roy Tash will be buried at Jefferson Barracks NaƟonal Cemetery on 7-APR 2023.   

 

 


