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Frank Alfred Dennis was born 21-JUL 1910 in Washington, 
Missouri.  His father was Henry Thomas Dennis Sr. (1861–1925) 
and his mother was Mary Olena Sturgeon (1870–1932).  Frank was 
their only child.   

Frank married Helen Jesse Loveland on August 1, 1930, in St Louis, 
Missouri.  Frank and Helen had six children: Rosene, Dolores, 
Betty, Robert, William, and Richard.    

According to the 1940 census, Frank’s 
occupation was recorded as “Hood 

Assembler.”   

Frank enlisted in the Army 22-JUL 1944.  He was 34 years old, and had 
five children at the time.  His Military Occupation Service (MOS) was 
listed as Anti-Tank Crew Gunman 610.   

Most of the information contained in the biography is from the after-
action report: “Helpmate Ready the After-Action Reports of the 284th 
Field Artillery Battalion during World War II”, published 14-JUN 2001 
by Horace L. Sanders Colonel, Artillery United States Army.  

Frank served as a Private First Class in Battery A, in 
the 284th Field Artillery Battalion.  He arrived in 
theater 7-JAN 1945.  During the period 19-23 
January, the breakout from the Battle of the Bulge 
began.  A series of limited objective attacks 
culminated in a battalion assault on heavily 
defended enemy positions in the vicinity of 
Tettingen, Butzdorf and Campholz Woods. 

Beyond the Rhine 

The crossing over the Rhine River was a dramatic experience for the officers and men of 
battalion. The approach to the long pontoon bridge stretching in a long arc over the river 
toward the far side, was with very mixed feelings. On each side of the river, infantry 
sharpshooters were stationed to shoot at any floating object on the surface of the famous 
river; a very present concern was the danger of floating mines loosed upstream by the 
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enemy to take out the bridge.  The battalion was now crossing into the heartland of the 
enemy. The 284th would now face an enemy who was desperately making a final stand 
to protect his homeland.   

The French and Belgians had been allies.  The Americans and the 284th would face an 
entire population whose only desire would be to see as many Americans dead as was 
possible. No longer would there be smiles and cheery waves from the civilians who had 
remained in the battle zone.  There would be guerrilla warfare, and no longer would there 
be relative security in the rear areas, the battle area was Germany; and the Americans 
were the invader. However, despite the feelings of apprehension, every man of the 
battalion realized that the war was now moving into its final stages. The German army no 
longer had the power to stop the overwhelming surge of American military might. All that 
was left was to finish the destruction of the Nazi military machine and to bring peace to 
a war-weary world.  

On 18 January, a dangerous situation developed along the portion of 
the front occupied by the 94th Division. The enemy had been bringing 
Panzer units which had been badly damaged in the Battle of the Bulge 
into an area near Trassem, just north of the division sector, for 
rehabilitation and training. The Germans were badly in need of a 
diversion to reduce the pressure on the remnants of the von Rundstedt 
force which was now trying to extricate itself from the Ardennes area. 
Our forces captured documents which indicated that a massive attack 
by two Panzer divisions was about to be launched southward from 
Tassem with the objective of recapturing Metz. With only the untried 
94th Division before it, there was considerable concern that the attack 
might succeed and sizable forces of the Americans in the Saarlautern would be cut off. 
Plans were made to fall back in case of such an attack.   

Positions were reconnoitered all the way back to Thionville. All excess personnel and 
vehicles were moved to intermediate positions several thousand yards to the rear, as the 
battalion prepared to fight a retrograde action in support of the division. On the 18th and 
19th, apprehension was high as the command awaited the threatened attack. 
Fortunately, the attack never materialized.  

During the period 19-23 January, a series of limited objective attacks culminated in a 
battalion assault on heavily defended enemy positions in the vicinity of Tettingen, 
Butzdorf and Campholz Woods.  Throughout the period, observers from the 284th had 
been calling for the usual artillery support and the guns of the battalion had been 
delivering. It was not long after dark that the expected counterattacks began. Waves of 
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the enemy swarmed out of Campholz Woods, driving toward Tettingen and Butzdorf. At 
one point, an organic observer took the coming attack under fire while the 284th observer 
waited, ready to assist with the guns at the appropriate time. The first rounds of the 
adjustment burst behind the oncoming Germans. The observer cut the range, but the 
enemy was still ahead of the artillery shells when they arrived. The 284th observer called 
the FDS (fire direction center) and gave a concentration number and directed the firing 

be at his command. The organic artillery was still firing behind the 
enemy, actually driving them onward better than their officers 
could do. The batteries waited, the observer watching the attack. 
Then, just as the enemy reached his checkpoint, the observer 
yelled, “Fire”; twelve howitzers of the battalion bucked and 
roared, as sixty rounds of high explosive went forward. The fire 
from the 284th hit the advancing Germans, dead on target; the 
counterattack stalled and stopped; the Germans withdrew to 
regroup and try again.  That night, the guns of the 284th stayed 
hot as over eighteen hundred shells were sent against the 
Germans, a drastic inroad into the XX Corps ammunition reserve, 
but the infantry were still in Tettingen and Butzdorf when dawn 

came the next morning. The battalion had helped neutralize the counterattacks. 

During the period from the 5th until the 10th of February, the program of limited 
objective attacks continued and 284th fired 4277 rounds in support.  The next eleven days 
were destined to constitute the most glorious and heroic period of the battalion’s combat 
history. Teamed with the rough, tough, capable 5th Ranger Battalion, the 284th was to 
play a major role in the breakout from the Saar River bridgehead at Saarburg and Serrig. 
In the memories of the Rangers who returned from that operation, it is known as the 
Battle of Zerf-Oberzerf. In the memories of the men of Helpmate, one name stands out–
Hamm.  The 23rd of February found the battalion in position in the vicinity of 
Freudenberg, supporting the efforts of the 94th Division to expand its bridgehead on the 
east back of the Saar River.  

The 5th Ranger Battalion was directed to cross the Saar River under cover of darkness, 
cut through the German lines and seize the high ground in the vicinity of the village of 
Oberzerf. From that dominating terrain, the Rangers could cut the main road which ran 
from Zerf to Irsch, the main supply route for the defending force. The night of the 23rd 
was designated as the start of the operation. The 284th was selected as the field artillery 
battalion to provide direct artillery support for the Ranger operation. The crossing of the 
Saar was accomplished soon after the moon had set. Moving quickly and quietly, the 
Rangers were able to penetrate the German lines undetected and headed for their 
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objective. Although the Rangers received no casualties on the move toward Oberzerf, the 
284th was not so fortunate. A round of 88 mm artillery fire passed within inches of the 
head of Lieutenant Harvey Osborne and struck T/4 Clyde M. Montag, killing Montag 
instantly. The concussion of the shell passing so close to his head produced a severe case 
of shell shock on the part of Lieutenant Osborne and he was evacuated back across the 
river. Thus, before the operation had fairly begun, the battalion had lost the services of 
one of its longest experienced forward observers, and a radio operator, who had done 
heroic and valiant service since the early days in the Metz vicinity, had given his life.   

The Ranger move was a complete surprise to the Germans.  The reaction of the German 
command to the presence of the Rangers was violent, as had been expected. Shortly after 
daylight and the discovery of the Rangers, the enemy began a series of attacks intended 
to drive them off their commanding ground. These attacks were to continue for several 
days.  Fire missions began coming in from the forward observers.  Mindful of the danger 
of killing or wounding Rangers with concentrations intended to kill the enemy, it became 
obvious that, if the 284th was to do its best job, new positions must be found closer to 
the Saar River. 

Early on the 25th, reconnaissance parties went forward to locate advanced sites for the 
guns. Approximately 6500 yards northeast of Freudenberg, the Saar River made a sharp, 
horseshoe-shaped bend, a deep salient into the enemy held area. Located in the bend 
was the village of Hamm, surrounded by cleared fields of farmland. If the 94th Division 
held the high bluffs on the outside of the horseshoe, on the east side of the Saar, positions 
in the vicinity of Hamm would be ideal. The use of that area would place Helpmate closer 
to the Rangers than any other battalion of artillery. The range would be cut approximately 
in half and the probability of error would then be within acceptable limits for the close in 
fires, which the battalion must fire, if it was to properly protect the Rangers. The vital 
question was whether or not friendly infantry held those bluffs across the river from 
Hamm. If so, the 284th could move; if not, the firing batteries would be within small arms 
and mortar range of the Germans on the bluffs and the area would be untenable for 
artillery. Captain Irving R. Merrill, the battalion S-2, was sent to the nearest infantry 
command post to determine the infantry situation.  In due time, Captain Merrill reported 
to the battalion commander that the infantry had indicated that they did, in fact, hold the 
high ground outside the horseshoe bend. Helpmate could move. 

Colonel Sanders ordered the battalion forward by echelon and the necessary 
arrangements were made by the 5th Group to provide artillery support for the Rangers 
while the battalion displaced. Shortly after noon, the batteries were in position and ready 
to fire from the Hamm positions. 
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It was not long after the battalion was settled in the Hamm area that the batteries began 
receiving small-arms and mortar fire. Captain Merrill, still at the infantry command post, 
was queried again. This time, he reported that the initial infantry report was in error.  The 
Germans still held a portion of the bluff. The friendly infantry had a force of about three 
hundred Germans encircled on the bluff and in the ravine behind; they were confident 
that this pocket would soon be wiped out. Just at this time, a strong attack was launched 
against the Rangers and the 284th was fully engaged in firing for the Rangers. This was no 
time to move back out of range of the Germans on the bluffs. Support for the encircled 
Americans at Oberzerf was vital; Colonel Sanders took a calculated risk.  The batteries 
would have to stay and ride out the incoming mortar shells until such a time as the 
infantry could reduce that pocket. 

The afternoon and night of 25 February was a busy time for the men of the 284th. Attack 
after attack was launched by the enemy at the defensive position.  In the battery areas, 
the cannoneers dug in during every break in the fire missions. Soon, all the howitzers were 
surrounded by parapets of dirt-filled ammunition boxes, as the men sought protection 
from the sporadic fire from the bluffs across the river. In Hamm, at the aid station, medics 
had their hands full, treating the men who were being wounded in the battery areas. 
Fortunately, most of the wounds were slight.  Despite continuous mortar and small arms 
fire, The 284th never did move to the rear.  On the 27th, it was ordered by the 5th Group 
Commander to get out of Hamm, to cross the Saar River and take up positions in the 
vicinity of Serrig. In the period from the morning of the 24th of February until the 4th of 
March, over 8,000 rounds of artillery ammunition had been fired by the battalion.  On the 
night of the 4th–5th of March, a task force, from the 10th Armored Division, broke 
through to relieve the Rangers and the OberZerf-Hamm operation was over. The Rangers, 
those who were able, and the men of the 284th returned to the Serrig area. A relationship 
had been created between the two units that was to remain strong ever afterwards. To 
the Rangers, the 284th had made it possible for the survivors to survive; to the 284th, the 
Rangers were the toughest, roughest fighting force any army had ever seen. 

No report is available as to the number of Rangers who became casualties in that 
operation; however, it is a fact that the OberZerf operation cost the 5th Rangers more 
men than their assault of the Omaha Beach during the Normandy Invasion.  Casualties in 
the 284th were the heaviest in the history of the battalion.  During this action, the 284th 
lost 2 men killed in action or died of wounds suffered in action; 17 wounded, of whom 7 
had to be evacuated with only a few ever returning to the battalion after hospitalization. 
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On 17 March, the advance was rapid, with the battalion occupying positions successively 
at Bachen and at Oppen. A prime characteristic of these operations was the proof of how 
well the battalion had mastered the field artillery mission to ’move, shoot, and 
communicate’. Despite the rapid movement, from several successive positions, the 284th 
fired over 2,500 rounds in four days of movement. The proposition of dropping trails and 
shooting was well carried out by the gun crews of the battalion. 

On 20-MAR 1944 Frank Dennis earned his Bronze Star when he 
singlehandedly captured 15 German prisoners who were in a 
pillbox.   See General Order 189 at the end of the story.   

On 24 March, the battalion moved again without firing into 
positions in the vicinity of Kronenberg, Sulzhof, and 
Reipolcskirchen. The next day, the 25th, was used again for 
maintenance and training.  Early in the morning of 26 March, the 
battalion stood idly by and watched the awesome power of 
American airpower at work on a German column southeast of 
Kaiserslautern. It was impossible to see the actual ground action, 
but it was possible to watch the American aircraft as they 
attacked the enemy.   

At approximately 1400 hours on 26 March, the battalion was directed to move forward 
onto the Rhine Plain northeast of Bad Durkheim. The route specified was the route taken 
by the German column; the men of the 284th saw the destruction wrought by the 
American aircraft, preceded by a platoon of tanks with ’dozer’ blades to clean a path 
through the debris. Never had the men of the 284th seen such a picture of devastation–
dead German soldiers, dead horses, wrecked vehicles, burning wagons, all were mixed in 
a dreadful mass of miscellaneous paraphernalia of war, and over it all was the awful 
stench of death. 

On the 29th, the first elements of the 284th Field Artillery Battalion crossed the Rhine. On 
that date, Battery C was detached from battalion control and moved out with the 19th 
Cavalry Squadron, crossing the big river late that afternoon. The remainder of the 
battalion remained at Mombach firing in support of elements across the river, but the 
firing was light, only 205 rounds being expended in three days.  On 30 March, the battalion 
officially crossed the Rhine and was deep into the enemy’s homeland.  Action during the 
month of March had been light after the Hamm operation ended consisting mainly of 
trying to catch up with the retreating enemy. 

The crossing over the Rhine River was a dramatic experience for the officers and men of 
the 284th. The approach to the long pontoon bridge stretching in a long arc over the river 
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toward the far side, was with very mixed feelings. On each side of the river, infantry 
sharpshooters were stationed to shoot at any floating object on the surface of the famous 
river; a very present concern was the danger of floating mines loosed upstream by the 
enemy to take out the bridge. However, sharpshooters notwithstanding, everybody was 
worried about the possibility of that bridge parting in the middle and dropping personnel 
and vehicles into one of the deepest rivers in Europe. Fortunately, the bridge held. 

But over and above the worries about the bridge, lay the realization that Helpmate was 
now crossing into the heartland of the enemy. The 284th would now face an enemy who 
was desperately making a final stand to protect his hearth and family. Now, Helpmate 
would face an entire population whose only desire would be to see as many Americans 
dead as was possible. No longer would there be smiles and cheery waves from the civilians 
who had remained in the battle zone; now, there would be only scowls and hatred. Now, 
there would be guerrilla warfare to contend with, no longer would there be relative 
security in the rear areas, the battle area was Germany. Helpmate was the invader. 

However, despite the feelings of apprehension, every man of the battalion realized that 
the war was now moving into its final stages. The German army no longer had the power 
to stop the over-whelming surge of American military might. All that was left was to finish 
the destruction of the Nazi military machine and to bring peace to a war-weary world. 

The 284th celebrated Easter Sunday of 1945 at Erbenheim by holding outdoor church 
services and generally holding activity to a minimum. There was no firing.  Positions were 
occupied at Dissen late in the evening. All units checked their anti-tank defenses because 
rumors reached the battalion that the Germans were running Tiger tanks off the end of 
their assembly line in the Kassel ordnance plant, filling them with fuel and ammunition, 
and sending them south to find Americans anywhere and to do as much damage as 
possible before they were knocked out or ran out of fuel. Up until that time, the battalion 
had not seen any Tigers; all that the officers and men knew they had no equipment which 
would knock one out. Natural barriers to tank operations were of primary importance.  
On the morning of the 2nd, the battalion commander and a small party set out to check 
each battery and make certain that utmost advantage was being taken of all natural tank 
barriers.  

On 3 April, Helpmate moved northward toward Kassel and occupied positions in the 
vicinity of Rosengarten. Firing was light, only 196 rounds being fired that day.  

On 4 April, the firing batteries, and the rest of the battalion displaced form Rosengarten 
to new positions in the vicinity of Dornberg. It was a new experience for the batteries to 
march with a platoon of tanks roaring alongside, to protect the column from any possible 
ambush by the enemy. There were no serious incidents although, in one case, a squad of 
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self-propelled “quad-fifty calibers” did drive out of their cover about thirty of the enemy 
who were laying in wait for the column. The cannoneers were impressed with the way 
those quad-fifties plowed the ground as the cavalry wiped out the enemy. By noon, all 
batteries had closed in the new area and the battery was firing in support of its old friends 
in the 3rd and 43rd Cavalry Squadrons. By nightfall, 566 rounds had been fired in support. 

From the 4th through the 8th, the mission in support of the 3rd Cavalry Group remained 
unchanged and the battalion displaced several times to keep up with the fast-moving 
tankers. Positions were occupied successively at Niedervell- mar, Guxhagen and at 
Kammerbach. 

It was at Kammerbach, on the 8th of April, that a historic period in the battalions war-
service came to an end. The battalion was relieved from attachment to the 5th Field 
Artillery Group.  

For 129 days, the battalion had been attached to the group under the command of 
Colonel John E. Theimer. During that period, the 284th had supported the combat efforts 
of four infantry divisions, one armored division, two cavalry groups, and the 5th Ranger 
Battalion. During the Hamm operation, while in support of the 5th Rangers, the battalion, 
with the help of other artillery battalions, had almost wiped out the German SS 6th 
Mountain Division. During that period, the 284th had lost several men killed in action, had 
had a considerable number of wounded, on forward observer missions and while serving 
the guns. The 284th had moved from the banks of the Moselle River across many German 
rivers, including the mighty Rhine, to the vicinity of Kassel. It was a period during which 
the officers and men of the 284th had proved that they were an outstanding field artillery 
battalion, that they had carried out to the highest degree the finest traditions of the Field 
Artillery.  

With no change in its mission with the cavalry, the 284th was now attached to the 416th 
Field Artillery Group and on 9 April it displaced to the vicinity of Bad Sooden. (It has been 
reported that some of the wives of the men of the battalion were a little concerned about 
the situation when the learned that their men were in Bad Sooden. However, when it was 
explained that “Bad”, in German meant bath and was not a term descriptive of the moral 
character of the town, they were satisfied.) 

On 10 April, near Mulhausen, the battalion lost almost an entire liaison party. Several 
German aircraft, making a last-ditch suicide flight, strafed the column of the 3rd Cavalry 
Group and dropped fragmentation bombs. The column halted and personnel dispersed 
into the fields adjoining the road. One cluster of fragmentation bombs burst right over 
the 284th liaison party which was with the cavalrymen. T/5 Patrick Walentkowski was 
killed, T/Sgt. Hyman Lubin, Cpl. Benjamin T. Borgman and T/5 Herbert L. Smith were all 
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wounded and evacuated.  The loss of the liaison party was a severe blow to the morale of 
the entire battalion. It was clear that the enemy, although practically defeated, could still 
strike like a venomous snake. Further down the road, in Lankensalza, the battalion 
reconnaissance party came under a similar attack, but no one was injured. The battalion 
once again, was alert from that point on. 

On 10 April, the battalion occupied positions near Haisen, and it was here that the mission 
with the 3rd Cavalry Group came to an end. The 3rd had received a new mission–to drive 
hard to the Danube River and secure crossings for the XX Corps. Because there would be 
numerous enemy groups moving about in the area to be covered, it was considered more 
appropriate that an armored field artillery battalion support the cavalry. So, once again, 
the men of Helpmate said farewell to the cavalrymen with whom they had spent 
Christmas along the Moselle. 

On 11 April, the battalion displaced to the vicinity of Walschleben in general support of 
the 76th Infantry Division. On the 12th, a considerable number of trucks were taken from 
the battalion to haul infantry and German POWs. The 284th combat role was suspended, 
and a new mission of military government was received. 

It was at Walschlenben that a serious incident took a very amusing turn. Third U.S. Army 
had been having trouble with German civilians cutting telephone lines and interfering 
with the control of army units. General George S. Patton issued orders to the troops that 
any person found tampering with communications lines was to be shot on the spot and 
the body left to warn other civilians as to the fate to be expected if they got caught. Late 
in the afternoon of 12 April, a patrol of 284th reported back to the command post with a 
young German teenager who had been caught tampering with a telephone line. Despite 
General Patton’s orders, the men had been unable to bring themselves to execute the 
boy on the spot. Now the problem was dropped in the lap of the battalion commander. 
Strong measures had to be taken to impress the population, but summary execution was 
not to the colonel’s liking either. 

Then a solution was suggested by one of the men at the CP. The young man was marched 
across the village square, in full view of the villagers, and out through the village gate 
beyond the town wall. Now, he was out of sight of the German civilians. There was a 
sudden burst of Tommy-gun fire into a fallen log. Then, very ostentatiously, the aid station 
jeep dashed out from the aid station and the boy was strapped on the litter and covered 
with a blanket. The jeep took off for the POW enclosure. The villagers thought that the 
orders of the Army Commander had been carried out. They were impressed. As part of 
the investigation concerning the young man, the Battalion S-2 had made a very thorough 
inspection of the boy’s home. There, a pistol, wrapped in an old sock, had been found in 
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the chimney. A pistol in a town where the mayor had assured the battalion commander 
all weapons had been turned in. The colonel called for the mayor and laid down the law–
all weapons would be turned in before dawn and an inspection would be made to ensure 
that the orders were carried out. Strong measures would be taken if any more were 
found.  That night, the village of Walschleben was the scene of feverish activity. Lights 
burned late in many houses, lanterns were seen in many yards around the houses, many 
people were seen digging in flower gardens and in corners of the yards. The mayor was 
seen going from house to house all night long.  In the morning, the processions began. 
People came from all nooks and crannies of Walschleben, heading for the command post. 
They were carrying all sorts of weapons. Anything which could, by any stretch of the 
imagination, be considered a weapon was on hand. There were rusty old cavalry sabers, 
there were shiny bayonets, there were extra-long kitchen knives. There were rusty 
handguns, there were flintlock rifles which had seen action in the Germanic wars a 
century before, some so rusted that you could not see through the bore. They had been 
hidden in the houses, they had been buried in the gardens. Wherever they had been, 
there were soon piles on the tables in the command post, the most useless collection of 
firearms and swords the world had ever seen. But Walschleben was clean of weapons; 
the little drama with the teenager had impressed the people. 

On 14 April, it seemed that battalion’s role as a combat unit was about to come to an end. 
Orders were received relieving the battalion from XX Corps Artillery and attaching it to 
the 11th Armored Group for a mission of military government and line-of-
communications security. This was a new role for the battalion, and they were hard-
pressed to carry out its new mission with the usual spirit and vigor. Accustomed to being 
in the thick of any battle, it was difficult to stand by an know that other units were still 
fighting. 

In its new role, the battalion shuttled personnel and equipment to new positions, with 
the few trucks remaining, after a large number had been pulled away to haul POWs. 
Battalion headquarters and Battery B moved to Eisenberg, Battery C went to Zeitz and 
Battery A went to Gera. Military government and the responsibility for law and order took 
the place of service of the piece and the adjustment of artillery fire. All three cities were 
occupied by the 16th of April. The new mission only lasted until 20 April, but it seemed 
like an eternity to the men of the 284th.  

The return to combat status came on 21 April with the 284th once again being attached 
to XX Corps Artillery and to the 193rd Field Artillery Group. The mission was general 
support for the 65th Infantry Division from positions in the vicinity of Diepersdorf.  
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On 22 April, the battalion moved to positions near Neumarkt. Firing was light on both 
days and consisted principally of registration. 

At about midnight, 22-23 April, the colonel received a call from XX Corps Artillery. ‘Special 
mission for the 284th. 259th Infantry Regiment is sending a battalion on a wide sweep 
around the flank to turn the enemy position and will make two German division retreat. 
You will provide artillery support. They move out at dawn. Get moving.’ That was the gist 
of the order from Corps. It was a compliment to Helpmate that Corps knew right were to 
turn for the experts in that kind of maneuver. Things began to happen in the 284th.  
Within a couple of hours, the battalion staff was working with the infantry battalion staff, 
planning the disposition of artillery elements in the doughboy column. At dawn the task 
force, all motorized, moved out. Forward observers were with the advance guard, the 
Helpmate command group was with the infantry commander and firing batteries were 
disposed through the infantry column, ready to go into position alongside the road if 
anything developed. Only one fight came about but it was typical of the way the battalion, 
now a seasoned artillery unit, worked. 

Near Schwarze, mortar rounds burst near the road and the crack of two 88-mm guns were 
heard. The command group ran to the top of a railroad embankment. Major Sparra spoke 
one code word into the radio microphone and, back along the column, C Battery streaked 
out into a field and the guns went into action.  Up on the embankment, the infantry 
commander turned to the colonel and asked, “Colonel, how long will it take to get some 
of your artillery into action?” Colonel Sanders looked back at Major Sparra who held up 
one finger to signify that one battery was ready. Just then, for howitzers boomed. Colonel 
Sanders looked at the infantry commander and said, “They’re firing now.” The liaison 
plane over head did a very quick adjustment and the other two firing batteries joined in 
the fire for effect. The two 88-s were knocked out. The enemy mortars pulled out and 
retreated. The entire operation was over in less time than it takes to tell the story. The 
next morning, then the 193rd Group commander came up to see how the action was 
going, the infantry commander was lavish in his praise for the speed with which the 284th 
had dispatched those two 88’s. Helpmate took it in stride. 

On 24 April, the battalion displaced to Endorf without firing and one the 25th the mission 
of the task force was declared a success and Helpmate was relieved of its mission and 
given another of general support of the 65th Infantry Division Artillery. The battalion 
moved with the division column and went into position in the vicinity of Saxberg, across 
the Danube from Regensburg. It was there that the battalion again fired for the 
cavalrymen of the 3rd Group. 
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The battalion had occupied positions in the vicinity of Saxberg, as a routine part of its 
mission, to support the 65th Division. The FDC was located in a small farmhouse about 
ten yards from a dirt road which led southward toward the Danube river, about three 
thousand yards ahead. Danube River Shortly, a cavalry scout car was seen dashing 
northward along that road. As it passed the farmhouse, the driver put on the brakes and, 
in a cloud of dust the car backed up until the turret was opposite the open window of the 
house. The lid of the turret opened, and a lieutenant’s head appeared, “Hey, Helpmate, 
can you guys give us some artillery support?” 

Major Sparra came to the window and, much to his surprise, saw one of the officers of 
the outfit Helpmate had supported for so long during the winter. “Hell, yes,” he drawled 
in his Texas drawl, “But, we have no observers with your people, and we have no radio 
communication.” 

“That’s easy, Major, we’ll use my radio and you guys taught our guys to observe.” 

“Bring that car over to the window,” replied Sparra. The scout car smashed through the 
fence and rolled up to the window. “Fire mission,” said Sparra, alerting the firing batteries. 
The lieutenant rattled off a code name into the microphone of his radio, “Send your firing 
data. I found Helpmate and they will fire it for us.” The data came in, the FDC translated 
it into fire commands and the guns boomed. Helpmate was shooting for the cavalrymen 
again. 318 rounds were fired that afternoon, helping the cavalrymen hold onto a small 
bridgehead they had grabbed across the Danube. Next day, the 65th Division poured its 
troops across, flanking Regensburg and forcing the Germans to retreat. 

On 26 April, command in the 284th Field Artillery Battalion 
changed. Lieutenant Colonel Horace L. Sanders, who had 
brought the battalion to Europe and who had led it through 
all its combat up to that time, was transferred to XX Corps 
Artillery staff to become the Corps Artillery S-3. Major 
Charis R. Sparra was designated to command the battalion 
in his place. The colonel directed each battery commander 
to assemble those men who were available in some spot 
convenient to each battery, and he went from battery to 
battery to say goodbye. He made it all right until he got to 
the last battery and then the emotional aspect of it got him; 
all he could say was, “So long, dammit, so long, you guys,” 
and departed. 

The battalion remained in the Saxberg positions until 28 April, firing 700 rounds in support 
of the bridgehead operations. At 1330 hours on the 28th, the battalion was relieved of its 
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mission with the 65th Division and given a mission of general support for the 80th Infantry 
Division. That afternoon the unit displaced to positions in the vicinity of Peising without 
firing. On 30 April displacement was made to the vicinity of Forst where 27 rounds were 
fired. 

On 1 May, the battalion displaced to Dingolfing and the firing was limited to registration 
only. The next day, there were two displacements–one to Loitersdorf and one to 
Gangkofen.  Again, firing was for registration only. 

On 3 May, the battalion moved to position in the vicinity of Burghol without firing. On 4 
May, a considerable number of trucks were dispatched to assist in moving the infantry of 
the 80th Division and the battalion remained in the Burghol positions without firing. This 
situation pertained through 7 May. 

On 7 May, the 284th, in common with all other elements of XX Corps Artillery received a 
“cease fire” order effective at 12:01, 7 May. World War II was over in Europe; Germany 
had surrendered to the Allies. 

Thus, on 7 May, ended two hundred and sixty continuous days of combat for the 284th 
Field Artillery Battalion, or nearly nine months. The officers and men of the battalion had 
been true to the finest traditions of the Field Artillery and had exemplified in the highest 
degree what that telephone codename, so innocently assigned by a XX Corps staff officer, 
meant.  

 

City of Kohren'sahlis May 8 1945 
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The 284th had not only been the 
telephone codename, it had been the 
way that the 284th had lived and 
operated for almost nine months. 
Several men had died, and many had 
been wounded, some very seriously, 
but the officers and men of the 
battalion had been true to their faith 
and uncounted numbers of infantry 
and cavalrymen returned to this 
country after the war who might 
otherwise have been killed in that 
conflict. 

 

Frank was discharged on 1-DEC 1945.  he attained 
the rank of Private First Class and was awarded 
the following decorations and medals: 

 Bronze Star 
 Bronze Star for Central Europe, Rhineland, 

Ardennes Campaigns 
 European-African-Middle East Campaign 

Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Campaign Medal 
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Frank Dennis was awarded a Bronze Star on 5-JUN 1945.   from the.  The award stated:   

 

HEADQUARTERS 6TH ARMORED DIVISION 

APO 256 United States Army 

5 June 1945 

 

GENERAL ORDER  

NUMBER 189 

EXTRACT 

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

 

 By direction of the President of and under the provisions of Army 
Regulations 600-45 dated 22-September 1943, as amended, the Bronze 
Star Medal is awarded to:   

 

Private First Class Frank A. Dennis (Army Serial 
Number 37643841), Infantry (classified) United States 
Army.  For heroic achievement in connection with military 
operations in the vicinity of (classified) Germany on 20-
March 1945.  While leading a wounded comrade back to 
safety, he passed an enemy pillbox from which he heard 
talking.  After carefully hiding his comrade, he shouted to 
the occupants to surrender, but without response.  Her 
unhesitatingly shot a rifle grenade against the partly open 
door, as a result, fifteen enemy came out and surrendered.  
Entered the military service from Missouri.  By command 
of DIVISION COMANDER 

 
Frank Dennis died 11 JUL 1969 and is buried at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery in St. Louis, MO.  

 


