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Edward John Blake was born in 20-AUG 1918 in Jackson Michigan 
and enjoyed a peaceful life in Clark Lake a few miles from Jackson.  
His father was Edward T. Blake, and his mother was Emma Grace 
Branchflower Blake. Edward co-managed the family general store 
until November 1940 when he enlisted in the U.S. Army.   

Edward enlisted in the Army on 30-SEP 1940, in Detroit, Michigan, 
one-year, three months before 
the start of World War II. He 
was 22 years old. After 
completing his training, he was 

placed in a weapons platoon and quickly advanced 
from private E-1 to platoon sergeant E-5.  It was said 
he received this rapid promotion because he “could 
disassemble and reassemble a .30 caliber machine 
gun faster than the other guys.” 

Blake was transferred to artillery in August 1941, and graduated Officer Candidate School 
(OCS) as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1942.  Just two years later, he was a Captain, commanding 
an artillery battalion.   

Edward was off to Europe, arriving in France on D-Day during the Normandy invasion.  
Edward first saw action at the battle around Sainte Mere Eglise about ten miles from 
Caretan.  Sainte Mere Eglise was an objective of the 82nd Airborne Division.  The 82nd 
parachuted and landed by gliders in France in the early hours of D-Day.  Sainte Mere Eglise 
was the first occupied town to be liberated by troops of the 82nd “All American” Airborne 
Division on 6-JUN 1944. This key town is located just eight miles off Utah Beach on the 
road to Cherbourg. 

The St. Louis Star and Times reported on 5-SEP 1944 that “Captain Edward Blake of 
Normandy Missouri was wounded in action in Normandy France on 3-JUL 1944.  He was 
serving in heavy weapons infantry company.”  

Captain Blake was also part of the embattled troops at the Battle of the Bulge.  He served 
in both the 82nd and the 101st Airborne Divisions. Lasting six brutal weeks, from 16-DEC 
1944 to 25-JAN 1945, the German counter-attack, also called the Battle of the Ardennes, 
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took place during frigid weather conditions, with some thirty German divisions attacking 
battle-fatigued American troops across 85 miles of the densely wooded Ardennes Forest. 

 

The battle proved to be the costliest ever fought by the U.S. Army, which suffered over 
100,000 casualties. The formerly serene, wooded region of Ardennes was hacked into 
chaos by fighting as the Americans dug in against the German advance at St.-Vith, 
Elsenborn Ridge, Houffalize and, later, Bastogne, which was defended by the 101st 
Airborne Division.  During this battle, Edward was wounded by shrapnel on his hand, 
gunshots wounds to his leg and arm, and subsequent median radial neuritis.  His wounds 
would trouble him for the rest of his life.   

Captain Edward Blake was awarded three Purple Hearts, two Bronze Stars, and one Silver 
Star.  (The Silver Star Medal is the United States Armed Forces' third-highest military 
decoration for valor in combat.) 

In 1946 Edward was honorably discharged and transferred to the 407th Infantry Regiment, 
part of the 102nd Division in Arkansas serving in the National Guard.  About the same time, 
he was promoted to the rank of Major.   

Edward John Blake likely received the following medals and commendations: 

 Silver Star 
 Two Bronze Stars 
 Three Purple Hearts 
 European-African-Middle East Campaign Medal 
 Central Europe, Rhineland, Ardennes Campaigns 
 Good Conduct Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Defense Medal 

 

Blake married Ruth Marie Tuma Blake (1921-2000) on 26-JAN 1942. After the war, he 
worked as a press foreman and retired from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch newspaper in 
1974.  Together they had one daughter: Patricia and two sons: Robert and Tom. In 1950, 
the family lived in Normandy, and later in Saint Peters Missouri.  The couple celebrated 
fifty years of marriage in 1992. Edward John Blake died 2-NOV 1993 and is buried 
alongside his wife Ruth at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis MO.    


