LAWRENCE EDWARD HUFF

US ARMY 1942-1945



LAWRENCE EDWARD HUFF
US ARMY 1942-1945

Lawrence Edward Huff was born on 13-AUG 1922 in Marion, lllinois. He later
lived in Goreville, lllinois just south of Marion. His father was Mitchell Cullom
Huff (1888-1954) and his mother was Elizabeth Francis “Lizzie” Keith (1892-
1969). Lawrence had two sisters: Dora and Myrtle and three brothers:
George, Andy, and Willie (Frank). All the brothers served in World War IlI.
George served in the Air Force, Andy was in the Army in the Pacific theater,
while brother Frank served in the Army in Europe. Frank and Lawrence were
able to share a foxhole overnight on
several occasions as their units
were close by. During the war,
Lawrence was with the 104th
Infantry Division.
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l‘ When Lawrence registered for the |
draft, he indicated that he was unemployed. Larry enlisted in |
the Army on 28-NOV 1942, 1

The Timberwolves

The 104th division nicknamed “Timberwolf” was under the command of Major
General Terry de la Mesa Allen who had previously led the 1st Infantry Division
in combat in North Africa and Sicily. General Allen had instilled the men with
his core principals of combat success: “find ‘em, fix‘em, fight ‘em” and “take
the high ground” and “inflict maximum damage to the enemy with minimum
casualties to ourselves, night attack night attack, night attack.”

First Combat

Activated 15-SEP 1942, at Camp Adair, Oregon the 104th
Infantry Division landed in France in September 1944, a
few months after the Allied invasion of western Europe
on D-Day (6-JUN 1944). First elements of the 104th
Division entered combat on 23-OCT 1944 in Belgium
near Wuestwezel. In November 1944, the division was
already approaching the German city of Aachen. On 16
November, following the biggest air assault of World
War Il (2,400 bombers), the division, from its positions in
the Aachen-Verlantenheide area, launched an assault on
the pill boxes and other fortifications of the Siegfried
Line and clawed their way past Hill 287 and through the
heavily defended fortress towns and cities of Stolberg,




Rohe, Helrath, Durwiz, Eschweiler, Putzlohn, Volkenrath, Weisweiler, Frenz, Lamersdorf, Inden, and
Merken to the banks of the Roer River opposite Duren.

The push continued across the Inde River from November 27th through December 13th, 1944. German
radio broadcasts called it the "most terrible and ferocious battle in the history of all wars" and The Stars
& Stripes described the German shelling of Inden as "the heaviest artillery concentration ever
experienced by American troops" when the Timberwolves battled for the Inden area. Time Magazine
stated, "The Germans fought like wild men for the Inde" as the 104th conquered Lamersdorf, Inden and
Lucherberg.

Battle of the Bulge

In mid-December, the 104th was forced into defensive positions by German counterattacks in the Battle
of the Bulge. During the Battle of the Bulge, the 104th Infantry Division was assigned a defensive position
on the Roer River front opposite the town of Duren, Germany between Aachen, and Cologne.

The Battle of the Bulge delayed the planned crossing of the Roer until 23 February when the major
offensive action to reach Cologne was begun. The Rhine was reached on 7 March and Time Magazine
reported, "Cologne, the Rhine's Greatest City, is Ours." The magazine reported, “The Germans fought
for the Roer River, between Aachen and Cologne, as if it were the Meuse, the Marne, and the Somme of
the last war all rolled into one." After heavy fighting on 5-MAR 1945 entered Cologne (Koln). After
defending the west bank of the Rhine, the division crossed the river at Honnef, 22-MAR 1945, and
attacked to the east of the Remagen Bridgehead.

The 104th repulsed heavy attacks near Medebach and captured Paderborn 1-APR 1945. Regrouping, it
advanced to the east and crossed the Weser River on the 8th, blocking enemy exits from the Harz
Mountains. As the 104th advanced into Thuringia Germany, the unit overran Nordhausen and the Dora-
Mittelbau concentration camps on 11-APR 1945.

Concentration Camps

Nordhausen was a sub-camp of the concentration camp Dora-Mittelbau. This camp was created by the
SS for prisoners too weak or too ill to work in the tunnels of Dora on the fabrication of the German V1
and V2 rockets. It was an extermination camp for ill prisoners. The extermination methods used by the
SS were not the same as the ones used in the great extermination camps: there was no gas chamber; in
Nordhausen, the prisoners died by starvation and total lack of medical care.

When the first American troops arrived in the camp, they discovered a gruesome scene. Although the
division had been forewarned there was a prison camp, they certainly could not have expected the
inhumane atrocities they were about to witness. More than 3,000 corpses were scattered on the
grounds. In several hangars there were no survivors and in others they found only 2 or 3 living inmates
lying among the corpses. The situation was so dire that the medic unit of the 104th Infantry Division had
to request urgent medical reinforcements and supplies. More that 400 German civilians living in the
direct vicinity of the camp were forced by the troops to evacuate the corpses. The medic units of the
104th Division did the best they could to save as many prisoners as possible but even with the excellent
care they received, numerous inmates died in the hours and days following the liberation of the camps.
Unfortunately, on April 3rd, an Allied bombing campaign had targeted Nordhausen, thinking it was



underground bunkers for V-2 missiles.
Allied bombs hit the camp, killing 1500
prisoners. The survivors declared Dora
the “Hell of all concentration camps”.

Final Days in Combat

The Division then crossed the Saale
River and took Halle in a bitter five-day
struggle 15-19 April 1945. The sector
to the Mulde River was cleared by the
21st, and after vigorous patrolling, the
division contacted the Russian Army at
Pretzsch 26-APR 1945. Contact with
the German army was lost on 5-May
1945 completing 195 consecutive days
of combat.
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Coming Home

The Division embarked for the United States on two ships, the S.S. Monterey sailing 26-JUN and the S.S.
Ericsson on 2-JUL 1945 and on arrival was stationed at Camp San Luis Obispo, California. The 104th
Division had left behind 1,447 comrades, whose supreme sacrifices on the battlefield had contributed
so materially to our success. In addition, 4,776 had been wounded and 76 were reported missing in
action.

The division anticipated deployment for further combat in the Pacific. On 30-AUG 1945 official word was
received from headquarters that the division would not be needed in the Pacific. In recent years, the
government has released classified details of the proposed invasion of Japan. The 104th Division's role
in all of this was to complete training on the West Coast, stage through the Philippines, and eventually
become part of the eleven-division floating reserve that would back up Operation Coronet, the code for
the invasion to take place about March 1946, against the main island of Japan, Honshu.

Furlough

The Marion Weekly Leader reported on 9-AUG 1945 “Lawrence was on furlough and left home Friday
for his new camp. Lawrence was home recovering from wounds to his hand while in Germany.”
Lawrence had injured his hand in a non-combat accident. His injury left him slightly disabled for the rest
of his life. When discharged, he was unable to return to his unit to collect his personal items.

The 104th Infantry Division was recognized as a liberating unit by the US Army's Center of Military History
and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1988. The 104th fought in the following
campaigns:

e Northern France (25-JUL 44 — 14-SEP 44)
e Rhineland (15-SEP 44 — 21-MAR 45)
e Central Europe (22-MAR 45 — 11-MAR 45)



Huff attained the rank of sergeant. He was discharged on 11 Aug 1945. Sgt Lawrence Edward Huff likely
earned the following medals and commendations: o

e Distinguished Unit Citation : ﬂ_‘

e European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
e Combat Infantry Badge

e Good Conduct Medal

e World War Il Victory Medal
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Remembering “The Wolves”

In Memorial Park, Colorado Springs, Colorado, stands a memorial
honoring the Timberwolves. unveiled 27-MAY 2002. Lawrence
served with an elite unit that distinguished itself and experienced [ NOTHNG L AN STR THE THAEROLVES
more than 195 consecutive days of combat. _ Secarso iue v oav o w2002
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Larry and Jeanette

Larry started working in the Veterans Administrations (VA) Psychiatric Hospital after the war as a bus
driver, taking the patients on field trips such as Cubs game. Through the years he worked his way up to
an administration position. At one time Larry was Chief of Records and Communications. His duties
included telephone, teletype, photocopying and mail for the 2000 bed hospital. While working at the
VA Hospital, Larry met Jeanette Zielanis who continued her nursing career at the VA Hospital. Jeanette
had served in the Army Nurse Corps, stationed at several military hospitals in California, attaining the
rank of 1st Lieutenant. Jeanette had left the Army on 8-MAY 1946. Lawrence and Jeanette dated and
were married on 12-NOV 1947. They had two children: Robert and Dorothy. Lawrence used to tease his
wife by telling his children, “Your mother spent the war in California going to the officer’s clubs and
hobnobbing with movie stars. | was in the mud, in Belgium and Germany.”

His daughter Dorothy “Dot” recalls his time working at the VA. “/ remember the huge key ring he carried.
It had master keys to the entire hospital, with the only exception being for the locked drug cases. In
addition to his regular duties, he also served as investigator when they had a crime committed at the
hospital. He was also sent to other VA hospitals in the Chicago area when they wanted an outside
investigator. He enjoyed doing the investigating but since there was no one else to do his job, it was also
a burden. He was so responsible that he lost vacation time each year so that his work wasn't all backed
up when he returned. | know that at least once he was asked to transfer to another state where they
needed him, but he was unwilling to uproot the family and so declined even though it would have been
a promotion.”

One year after vacationing in Arkansas, Larry and Jeanette returned home and announced that they were
going to retire there. Dot recalls, “We all looked at them in surprise as we had no relatives or even
friends living there.” In 1981, after Larry and Jeanette retired and they did indeed move there and lived
there the rest of their lives.



Larry would become Jeanette’s caretaker for the last few years of her life.
Lawrence died 25-DEC 2004. He is buried at Greenwood Memorial
Cemetery in Greenwood AR. Jeanette died 19-APR 2005 in Fort Smith
Arkansas and is buried alongside Lawrence in Greenwood Cemetery. They

were married for 57 years.




