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Editor’s note: Much of this story was recorded from a Missouri
Veteran History Project video recorded on 16-NOV 2016.

Marvin Dean Kreiling was born 26-OCT 1928. His father was

Percy C. Kreiling (1902-1993) and his mother was Mable

Elizabeth (Langston) Kreiling (1904-1995). The family lived in

. Forest City, Mason County lllinois. He had two brothers: Eldon
and William and one sister: Marilyn.

In 1940 the family lived in Manito lllinois on a farm. Living on a
| farm, in a small town, meant you didn’t have many nearby
; neighbors or friends. Marvin did have one nearby friend who
was five years older and had a pony. Marvin attended Forest City High School in Forest
City IL. Forest City is in north central lllinois about 25 miles southwest of Peoria. Forest
City High School served the village and the surrounding farm kids until the late 1940s.
Marvin played basketball and ran track in high school. It was their only sports teams.
Today, Forest City has a population of 287.

While living on the farm, Marvin had daily chores and worked in the summer to earn
money whenever possible. Marvin was in 8th grade when he heard about the bombing
of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. The family had a radio. There were no newspapers on
Sunday. When he got to school, he learned more about it.
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aviation cadet test and passed during his |
sophomore year. Marvin graduated with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture.




The aviation cadet program was the source of most rated officers until the late 1950s.
With the start of the Korean War in June 1950, aviation cadet recruiting, classifying, and
training began in earnest for Air Training Command (ATC). Unlike the situation at the
outbreak of World War Il, the number of high-quality applicants for aircrew training was
insufficient to meet the needs of the service. From a peacetime production goal of 3,000
pilots, the service ultimately expected Air Training Command to produce 7,200 pilots each
year to man its 95 combat wings. Based on a 29 percent attrition rate, ATC needed to get
about 10,000 candidates into pilot training.

Once Marvin graduated from college, his deferment expired. He had already taken and
passed the entrance tests for the aviation cadet program and now he wanted to join the
Air Force. Since ATC had the need for pilots and Marvin had the desire to be a pilot, and
passed his aviation cadet test, an opportunity seemed certain.

Marvin enlisted in the Air Force and was sent to basic training at Lackland Air Force Base
in San Antonio Texas. Back then Air Force basic training was about an 8-week program.
Marvin was not initially accepted in the Aviation Cadet Training because there were no
openings at the time. After basic, Marvin was sent to nearby Perrin Air Force Base (now
North Texas Regional Airport). At Perrin, Marvin received “on the job training” as a
simulator instructor. The simulator at Perrin was an older, outdated simulator. The
simulator trainer building was the only air-conditioned building on the base. Since they
were in Texas, Marvin appreciated working with the simulator. While at Perrin, a spot
opened for Marvin in the Aviation Cadet Training program. Marvin was now on his way
of becoming a pilot.

Marvin was discharged as an enlisted man and sworn in the next day into the officers’
ranks. Thus, Marvin ended up having two DD-214’s. The Korean War had just started in
June and in December 1950 in response to the situation in Korea, the Air Force announced
a policy of unlimited recruiting. The enlistees arrived much faster than USAF officials had
anticipated and soon overwhelmed Lackland.

The Korean War severely tested Lackland's capacity to train the airmen being recruited.
When Air Force officials lifted recruitment ceilings on 21-DEC 1950, Lackland saw a
dramatic rise in the number of enlistees arriving daily. That number peaked at 6,007
recruits on 12-JAN 1951, before the Air Staff suspended enlistments. By then, the trainee
population topped 55,000 on a base with a maximum capacity for 25,000 trainees.
Lackland officials suspended all training, while instructors and support personnel worked
overtime just to provide for the essential needs of the recruits. Lackland had become a
tent city, with row upon row of squad tents, mess tents, and latrines on virtually every
open space, including the main parade ground.

2



Marvin was off to cadet training for the next 13 months. He went to Bartow Air Base in
Central Florida. Bartow was a primary flight training facility for the Air Training Command
(ATC) from 1951 to 1960. More than 8,000 men graduated from the school, including
astronauts Buzz Aldrin, Ed White, and Karol Bobko. It was at Bartow that Marvin soloed
in a T-6 Texan trainer and received his wings. He was then off to Reese Air Force Base near
Lubbock Texas for advanced air crew training. From there, Marvin went to Ellington Air
Base near Houston for a short time and navigator training. Navigator trainees were
seated in the back of a C-47 learning navigation techniques.

From there, Marvin was off to Randolph Field in Texas for combat crew training. Randolph
Air Force Base was a United States Air Force base located at Universal City, Texas. In the
1950s it served as a hub for the instruction of B-29 combat aircrews. Opened in 1931,
Randolph has been a flying training facility for the United States Army Air Corps, the
United States Army Air Forces, and the Air Force during its entire existence. About six
months after the outbreak of the Korean War, the first six B-29 combat crews trained at
the former Randolph Air Force Base graduated. B-29 combat crew training began at
Randolph during the Truman administration and concluded in 1956, the final year of then
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s first term. In that time, more than 21,500 crew
members had been trained.

At Randolph, Marvin trained for 4-5 months as a B-29 co-pilot and ground school training.
The training program at Randolph consisted of two phases - the first for individual
specialties such as pilot, co-pilot, flight engineer and gunners, and the second for bringing
the crew together. When training ended, each crew moved to SAC (Strategic Air
Command) as a single unit ready for duty. Marvin and his permanent crew trained here
for 4-5 month on B-29s.

Next Marvin and his crew were off to Forbes Air Force Base in Topeka Kansas for 2-3
months for additional crew training. Marvin and his entire crew took Artic survival
training. Marvin said, “they wanted to see how the crew performed together.” They
spent 10 days outside Reno Nevada in freezing, knee deep, snowy conditions. They were
given food for two days and had to live off the land. Marvin said, “they did kill a couple
of porcupines, but didn’t want to eat them. They gave them away.” They were provided
a parachute which they used as a shelter and two sleeping bags which they doubled up.
They had to hunt for food and collect firewood. Later, Marvin and the crew attended
tropical survival training in Georgia. In Korea, pilots could experience either climate.

Marvin graduated from cadet training in June of 1952. From June of 1952 to February
1953, the crew participated in additional combat training. The Korean War waged from
25-JUN 1950 to 27-JULY 1953. In early 1953, Marvin and his crew deployed and flew via
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charter to Okinawa. It would be the smoothest, most comfortable flight they would have
for a while. In February 1953, from their base in Okinawa, Marvin and his crew began to
fly bombing missions against the North Koreans and Chinese.

A Boeing B-29 held up to forty 500-pound bombs. Most of the time, Marvin and his crew
carried about thirty bombs. Depending on the mission, crews would have to sacrifice
payload for fuel. A Boeing B-29 during the Korean War had a crew of twelve. During the
rollout of the B-29 in mid-World War |l, a crew was about ten. The B-29 was the first
pressurized cabin bomber and was more sophisticated than the earlier bombers. In the
Korean War, a twelfth man added was called a “countermeasure crewman.” Marvin later
said, “he became our most important crewman.” A countermeasure antenna was used
in the Radar Set AN/APT-4 for countermeasure tactics. Mounted on the fuselage of a B-
29 bomber, it was used as a high-power jamming transmitter of sufficient power to screen
a large bomber within two miles of enemy radar systems.

Marvin flew about twice a week and each flight lasted about ten hours. The furthest
flights were up by the Yalu River at the border of China and North Korea. The flights to
the front lines were a couple of hours shorter. General Douglas MacArthur was
determined to march north to the Yalu River and the Chinese border, and it was up to the
bombers to support the troops. Mao Zdong, the President of China, decided in early
October to send his army south across the Yalu River and fight MacArthur’s forces. Only
a small number of U.S. troops made it to the Yalu River before being repulsed by the
onslaught of the Chinese army. Our bombers crews and close air support saved countless
U.S. troops lives covering their advance and retreat of 120 miles to the 38th parallel.

There was always threat of being shot down. At least 16 B-29s were shot down over North
Korea, and as many as 48 planes were lost in crash landings or written off because of
heavy damage after returning to base. The bombers were also used as reconnaissance,
weather, and rescue aircraft. Marvin recalled that he carried a 45-caliber pistol just in
case he was shot down. He carried “birdshot loads” in his pistol. He thought he could
hunt for birds, rabbits, squirrels. Thinking back, he later he figured, it was unlikely
anything survived on the ground.

Marvin was in Okinawa flying bombing missions over Korean from February to 27-JUL
1953 when an armistice was signed. Marvin remained on Okinawa until October 1953.
Marvin had completed 23 missions. After 25 missions, you are rotated back for 6 months.
He was in the hospital for a while because of an infection of hepatitis B. The infection
grounded him for one full year partly because of the infection and because he couldn’t
get his flight physical to be reinstated.



The cease fire in in Korea, brought Marvin back to the states. Marvin was stationed at
Ford Air Force Base in Columbus Ohio where he joined an air fueling squadron. He was
only there a month and was then on to Albany Georgia and Turner Air Force Base where
his flight status was reinstated. Marvin was now an aircraft commander and refueling B-
50’s in Guam where he stayed on temporary duty for four months. The Boeing B-50
Superfortress was an American strategic bomber, a post—-World War Il revision of the
Boeing B-29 Superfortress, fitted with more powerful Pratt & Whitney R-4360 radial
engines, stronger structure, a taller tail fin, and other improvements. It was the last
piston-engined bomber built by Boeing for the United States Air Force. While in Guam,
Marvin said they trained often “filling out forms, checking boxes.” In his spare time on
Okinawa, Marvin went to the beach.

In October Marvin went home on leave to Columbus Ohio. There he met a friend’s
roommate, Miss Norma Jean Moehring. Norma was from Springfield Illlinois. They dated
and soon became engaged “while driving on Route 66.” Marvin bought an engagement
ring while he was on leave and proposed while driving near Springfield. Marvin recalled,
“the chaplain wanted to counsel us. He thought this was a ‘shotgun’ wedding.” Editor’s
note: When a young man would get his girl pregnant, the girl's father would see to it that
the kid “made an honest woman” of his daughter by forcing the young lovers to marry at
the end of a shotgun. Marvin recalled that before they were married, his friends pranked
him during their courtship. Marvin received a telegram, supposedly from Norma, that
said, “I've been talking to your friends, | don’t want to get married.” The note gave Marvin
reason to “briefly pause.” But then he noticed the telegram originated at a place Norma
had never been, and the joke was revealed. They were married 11-FEB 1954 in Albany
Georgia at Turner Air Force Base. Marvin had a three-day pass.

In June 1955, Marvin left the Air Force.
For his time in service, Marvin earned the following medals and ribbons:

e Air Medal

e Korean Service Medal

e National Defense Medal

e Korean War Service Medal

e United Nations Service Medal
e Good Conduct

He and Norma went back to lllinois and for a while they stayed with her parents. They
later moved to Peoria not too far from where Marvin lived growing up. Marvin began
searching for a job. Thanks to the Air Force, Marvin had now logged many flight hours



and he began looking for a job as an airline pilot. He had an application in with Ozark
Airlines but had not heard from them. As luck would have it, he was helping an
acquaintance, a “junk dealer” or scrap metal dealer fly to Arkansas to look at demolishing
a bridge. The junk dealer had 200 hours but had never soloed, so he needed Marvin to
accompany him. On the way back, when the weather turned bad near St. Louis, the dealer
found another way home taking an airline flight home to Peoria. Marvin stayed in St.
Louis to wait for the weather to clear to bring the plane home. While waiting for the
weather to break, sitting in a hotel, he called Ozark and the Chief of Flight Operations.
The Chief of Flight Ops asked Marvin, “can you come to work tomorrow (Monday)?”
Marvin later reported for a class on Wednesday - a two days later. Marvin said, “he never
did interview me.” Marvin and the chief became good friends and saw much of each
other on Padre Island in later years where they both had second homes.

Marvin worked at Ozark Airlines for almost 30 years retiring in 1984 at 56 years of age.
Marvin said, his retirement didn’t increase if he stayed till 60, so he retired early. Marvin
also did a little substitute teaching during his career.

While retired, Marvin “tinkered” collecting military vehicles (he owned 4 at one time),
collectables, and memorabilia. His wife Norma called it “his junk.” For a while he owned
one-third of an airplane hangered in Peoria. Marvin said, “I didn’t fly it much. | never felt
comfortable in anything less than 500 hundred horsepower.”

Looking back, Marvin was grateful for his service. He said, “He learned how to fly and
tripled my earnings potential.” The farm boy turned pilot and American hero had a great
military career. No doubt saving countless American and South Korean lives supporting
our troops. Today Marvin lives in nearby St. Peters Missouri. He and Norma have one son
and 2 grandsons.



