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EDWARD WAYNE FERGUSON 
USMC 1942-1951 

Edward Wayne Ferguson was born 17-MAR 1920.  His father was 
Charles W. Ferguson (1894-1953) and his mother Francis Barrett 
(1896-1934).   

Edward’s occupation listed on his draft card is “Pocher Operator” 
working for E. I. DuPont and later United Insurance Company living 
in Memphis Tennessee.   

 

World War II 

Edward was a veteran of World 
War II and Korea.  In January 

1943 Edward was a Private First Class serving in 90 mm 
Group, Eleventh Defense Battalion, First Marine 
Amphibious Corps.  His service number, dog tag was 
413545.  Edward’s nickname was “Rocky.” 

Edward enlisted in the Marines on 2-JUL 1942.  He was 
posted to the Fifth Recruit Battalion, Recruit Depot, Marine Barracks, Parris Island, in 
South Carolina.  Edward W Ferguson was shown as a Private on a muster report dated 
Oct 1942 at station, 90 mm Group, Eleventh Defense Battalion, Amphibious Corps, Pacific 
Fleet, Camp Elliott, San Diego, California.  In January 1943, he was listed as a Private First 
Class.   

The 11th battalion was activated at Parris Island, South Carolina, under Colonel Charles 
N. Muldrow.  The 11th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion (11th AAA Bn) was a United States 
Marine Corps antiaircraft unit that served during World War II.  Formed in 1942 as the 

11th Defense Battalion, its original mission was to 
provide air and coastal defense for advanced naval 
bases. The battalion was deployed during December 
1942 to Efate in the New Hebrides.  The battalion took 
part in combat operations in the Solomon Islands.  
Beginning in January 1943, it helped defend Tulagi in the 
Solomons and Banika in the Russells group. During the 
Central Solomons campaign, it fought on Rendova, New 
Georgia, and Arundel Islands.  
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In April of 1944, Edward was still listed as Private First 
Class.  In August, the entire battalion came together on 
New Georgia and in March 1944 deployed the short 
distance to Arundel Island.  The 11th was redesignated 
the Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion on 16-MAY 1944, the 
unit moved in July to Guadalcanal where it was 
deactivated by year's end. 

In Jan 1945 he was listed as Private First Class in Station, Casual Company, Marine 
Barracks, Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.  (Editor’s note: A holding unit or “Casual Company” 
is a formation of Marines awaiting one of the following: discharge from the Corps, training 
(usually at a formal school), or deployment to a unit). 

Edward was also listed Marine Detachment, U.S. Naval Hospital, Oakland, California.  It is 
likely Edward was wounded in the Pacific late in 1944, earning a Purple Heart, and at the 
Naval Hospital recovering.   

Edward served in this battalion for the duration of World War II.   

Post-World War II 

The war in the Pacific ended in August 1945.  In October 1945, January and April 1946 
Edward was shown mustered at Marine Barracks, Naval Ammunition Depot, New Orleans, 
Louisiana.  It is believed that at the end of World War II, Edward transferred to the Marine 
Corps Reserve.  In January 1947, Edward was listed as Staff Sergeant at Station, Marine 
Barracks, San Francisco Naval Shipyard, San Francisco, California. 

From 1-JAN to 31-JAN 1948, Edward was shown as a Staff Sergeant mustered at Station, 
Casual Company, Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps Recruit Depot San 
Diego, California.  He was mustered (inducted) into active duty with the Marines in 
January 1948.   

On 5-MAY 1950 Edward wrote a poem to his future wife, Mildred.  It read: 

 
Darling Mickey, 

Should you go first, and I remain to walk the road alone, I’ll live in memory’s 
garden, dear, with happy days we’ve known.  In spring I’ll watch for roses red, when 
fades the lilac blue.  In early fall when brown leaves call, I’ll catch a glimpse of you.   

Should you go first, and I remain for battles to be fought, each thing you’ve 
touched along the way will be a hallowed spot.  I’ll hear your voice, I’ll see your 
smile, though blindly I may grope.  The memory of your helping hand will buoy me 
with hope.   
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Should you go first and I remain to finish with the scroll, no lengthening 
shadows shall creep in to make this life seem dull.  We’ve known so much happiness 
we’ve had our cup of joy, and memory is one gift of God that death cannot destroy.  

 Should you go first, and I remain one thing I’d love you do: Walk slowly down 
that long, long path for soon I will follow you.  I’ll want to know each step you take, 
that I may walk the same.  For some day down that lonely sea you’ll hear me call 
your name.   

All my Love,   Ed 

 

Korea with the Marine 1st Division 

In October 1950 Edward was in the 1st Infantry Division, replacement company at Camp 
Pendleton California.  It is likely he was sent to Korea that fall.  In April 1951 he was a 

Sergeant in the 1st Ordnance Battalion, in the 1st Marine 
Division in Korea. 

The Battle of the Chosin Reservoir was from 27-NOV to 13-
DEC 1950.  The battle took place about a month after the 
People's Republic of China entered the conflict and sent the 
People's Volunteer Army (PVA) 9th Army to infiltrate the 
northeastern part of North Korea. On 27-NOV 1950, the 
Chinese force surprised the US X Corps commanded by 
Major General Edward Almond at the Chosin Reservoir 
area. A brutal 17-day battle in freezing weather soon 
followed. Between 27-NOV and 13-DEC, 30,000 United 

Nations Command troops (later nicknamed "The Chosin Few") under the field command 
of Major General Oliver P. Smith were encircled and attacked by about 120,000 Chinese 
troops under the command of Song Shilun, who had been ordered by Mao Zedong to 
destroy the UN forces.  

In January 1951, Sergeant Edward W. Ferguson is listed as assigned to station 
Maintenance Company, 1st Ordnance Battalion 1st 
Marine Division at Masan Korea.  The winter of 1951 
found the 1st Marine Division deployed along an 11-
mile front just north of the Punchbowl. In mid-March, 
the division was reassigned from the X Corps' eastern 
position in Korea, to the I Corps area at the far western 
end of the U.N. line. On March 24, the division assumed 
responsibility for approximately 35 miles of the front, 
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which overlooked Panmunjom and included the 
defense of the Pyongyang–Seoul corridor. The pace 
of the war now slowed, with small, localized 
actions replacing the earlier, large-scale offensives. 

Edward left Korea in November 1951 returning 
home from Korea via the Liberty Ship U.S.S Telfair 
APA-210 arriving at Portland Oregon in January 
1951.  The voyage home took about 19 days.    

Coming Home 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch printed on Wednesday, 
28-NOV 1951 that the “Last of the Marines Who 
Fought in Korea Year Ago Embark for U.S.  The 
Veterans of Winter War Expected to Arrive on 
West Coast in Time to Be Home for Christmas.” 

The paper further reported on 20-DEC 1951, “ST. 
LOUIS SERVICE MEN DUE ON WEST COAST.  45 
Marines, 11 Soldiers from Korea Arrive Today on 
Rotation.”   

On 3-DEC 1951, Edward sent a Western Union 
Telegram to VLT (Volunteer) Miss Mildred Muenks (his future wife) at St. Vincent’s 
Sanitarium in St. Louis where she worked.  The telegram read, “ALLOWED TEN WORDS - 
NEED ONLY THREE - I ADORE YOU FOREVER - ED.” 

Edward wrote a telegram dated 17-DEC 1951 sent from the U.S.S GEN JOHN POPE, saying, 
“WILL DISEMBARK SAN FRANCISCO AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED LOVE EDWARD FERGUSON 
USNS GEN JOHN POPE.”   

He was discharged from active duty 29-DEC 1951.  Edward remained in the Marine Corps 
Reserve. His rank in Oct 1952 was Staff Sergeant and his station was Enlisted Volunteer 
Reserve 9Th Marine Corps Reserve Division, Quantico VA.   

Edward Wayne Ferguson earned the following medals and ribbons: 

 Purple Heart 
 Presidential Unit Citation with Star 
 Navy Unit Commendation with Star 
 Navy Reserve Meritorious Ribbon with 

Two Stars 
 American Campaign Medal 

 Korean Service Medal with Star 
 Asiatic Pacific Theater Medal with Three 

Stars (Campaigns) 
 Good Conduct Medal 
 United Nations Service Medal  
 World War II Victory Medal 



 

Edward served with the 1st Ordnance Battalion, 1st Marine Division FMF while in Korea. 
He was in Korea from January 1951 until November 1951. Edward made a claim for 
combat (back) pay on 22-Sep 1952. On the claim he wrote, “During the aforementioned 
period of time I served as Chief of Party for forward contact partys <sic> in the Artillery 
Section, Ord Maint Sect, 1st Ordnance Bat (overseas). I averaged more than six days per 
month under enemy counter battery fire.”  

Edward was relieved from active duty on 29-Dec 1951 at Separation Battalion, MCR Depot 
in San Diego California. Edward had served a total of nine years, two months, and twenty 
days in the Marine Corps. He was Honorably Discharged. He was paid $400.00 at 
separation, plus $131.58 travel allowance.  

Edward married Mildred Louise Muenks (1927-2009) in 1952.  (Editor’s note:  There is a 
marriage license issued in Tucson Arizona for Edward and Mildred published in the Arizona 
Daily Star 1-JAN 1952.  Ancestry listed their wedding about 1948 in Robertson and St. Louis 
MO). They had three sons: Mike, Tim, and Chris.   

In 1954, Edward and Mildred lived in Memphis Tennessee.  A local directory reported 
Edward worked for United Insurance Company.  Edward and Mildred would later divorce.  
He later married Ruth Fisher and had three more children.   

Edward Wayne Ferguson died 17-AUG 1982 in Louisville, Kentucky and is buried at 
Resthaven Memorial Park. 

 

 


