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Vernon Lee Reustle was born 16-SEP 1922. His father
was Edward David Ruestle (1894-1963), and his
mother was Elsa Lois Ackermann (1888-1966). Vernon
had one sister Audrey. The family lived at 8718 Alva
Ave in St. Louis MO. Vernon attended Normandy High
School. When he registered for the draft on 30-JUN
1942 he worked at Curtis Manufacturing Company.

He enlisted in the Army Air Corps on 25-JAN 1943 at
Jefferson Barracks. According to his enlistment form,
| Vernon had completed four years of high school, plus
| one year at Ranken Technical College. He was a
| machinist. His serial number was 37412053.

He served as a Private in the 915th Air Engineers Squadron. He was listed as a
Machinist 114. His service record indicates he served with mobile repair unit in
Eastern Theater of Operations. He operated machinist equipment such as lathes,
planers, milling machines, in the making of tools and equipment to repair aircraft.

SGT Vernon L. Reustle was awarded four Bronze Stars for the following campaigns:

e Central Europe e Good Conduct Medal

e Rhineland e Medal of the Jubilee of Liberty
e Normandy e State of Missouri World War Il
e Northern France Victory Medal

Vernon was also awarded the “Medal of the Jubilee of Liberty” from the Governor
of Normandy France on the 50th Anniversary of D-Day.

After the war was over, Vernon married Ruby Jean Moore on 15-FEB 1946 at Mount
Auburn Church in St. Louis MO. They had four children: Sandra, Ronald, Larry and
Jo Ann. They lived at 3563 Monsols Drive in Florissant MO. They later moved to
Weldon Springs Missouri in St. Charles County on the site of the “newer” eastbound
bridge. The original Daniel Boone Bridge (now the westbound) was completed in
1937. In 1989, because of increased congestion, Missouri Department of
Transportation opened an additional bridge upstream of the original span. The
bridge was initially built for two eastbound lanes, however the shoulders were
converted to travel lanes in 2001, for a total of four lanes. Vernon L. Reustal’s



property was at the site of the second eastbound bridge. He relocated his home
1/4 mile away from the proposed site and continued to live there.

The Reustle’s lived in Weldon Springs about 8-10 years. Vernon was employed by
McDonnell Aircraft retiring after 35 years. He died on June 2-JUN 2014 at 91.
Vernon and his wife Rudy were married 67 years. They are buried together at
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.

Vernon brought back quite a collection of photographs from Europe One of the
most interesting pictures is of the French citizens swarming towards Vernon and
his comrades, that was reportedly taken by him from the back of a troop transport
during the liberation of Paris. From the smiles on their faces and joyous gestures,
it appears that the people are jubilant at being recently liberated. However, the
annotation on the back of the photo reports that the people were actually joyously
attempting to buy American cigarettes from the G.l.’s. for 500 francs ($10.00).




It is reported that he salvaged repair parts from wrecked planes. His photograph
collection includes a number of pictures of Vernon and his crew investigating and
assessing damaged airplanes.

Vernon 3rd from left on a "Jerry" bomb "One More the Germans Left Behind"

"This used to be a big German Hangar in France"

Vernon and crew with JU88



/

"Our Christmas Tree, 1944"

St. Lo, 1944

“This was a typical scene going through the “Notice church with cross still standing”
French towns.”



