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Walter J. Sebastian was born 8-DEC 1924 in Lakewood, Missouri. His father was George

Frank Sebastian (1882-1932), and his mother was

Edison Brothers Stores,
St. Louis, Missouri. The

most of whom had pre

| brothers operated 12
company went public, u

Elizabeth Schram (1880-1959). He had

five sisters: Margaret, Eva, Marie, Loretta, and Virginia. He had
two brothers: George and Michael.

According to his draft registration, he worked for Edison
Brothers Shoe Warehouse at 12th and Delmar in St. Louis MO.

Inc., was a retail conglomerate based in
company began on October 28, 1922,

when brothers Sam, Harry, Mark, Irving, and Simon Edison -

vious experience in the shoe business

. working for others - opened their first shoe store. By 1928, the

Chandler's stores; the next year, the
sing the money raised to open 14 more

Bakers stores and three more Chandler's stores. The company survived the Great
Depression by emphasizing its lower-priced Baker's shoes and starting a new store called
Burt's that sold shoes at an even lower price point. It operated numerous retail chains

mainly located in shopping malls, mostly in
entertainment, with Baker’s Shoes as its flagship
1999, though some of the chains it operated cont

Walter was inducted into the Army 27-MAR F

1943 at Jefferson Barracks. Walter served in
the 110th Anti-aircraft Artillery, Battery C, 1st
Army. He would attend basic training in Camp
Edwards Massachusetts. Along with him from
St. Louis County was Elmer Potzmann from
Florissant, Harold Mueller from Lemay, twins
Henry and Walt Thake from St. Louis, and
Otto Charles Richt, affectionately known as
“Peter Rabbit” because he was a jokester and
did impersonations.

Walter and the rest of the men thought that sin

aircraft guns, they would be a pretty safe unit.
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the fields of shoes, clothing and
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On 20-JULY 1943, during a training exercise, faulty ammunition exploded near one of the
guns injuring several men on Walter’s C battery and killing a Gunnery Sergeant. By mid-
September, Walter and all the battalion returned to Camp Edwards to begin their
advanced training. As their training progressed, they were instructed to mail out their
insurance forms and wills. The mood was becoming a little more somber now.

Their next stop was Camp Kilmer in New Jersey. They arrived on 6-DEC 1943. Camp Kilmer
was the busiest departure station. The men knew they were getting close to shipping out.
On 23-DEC all of the 110th loaded onto a ferry and transferred to Hoboken NY where they
boarded the Queen Mary for the voyage to Scotland. On every wartime voyage of the
Queen Mary, there were rumors of U-boat sightings. Luckily, the trip for Walter and the
110th was uneventful, except for a bad storm on Christmas day. The ship dropped anchor
on 29-DEC at Firth of Clyde, Gourock, Scotland at 0600 hours. The 110th boarded trains
and rolled through the English countryside. Several times they saw enemy planes
bombing various targets. They departed the train in Nebblebed, outside of London, and
moved into the South camp. On numerous occasions, the soldiers of the 110th could see
planes bombing London.

Training continued once they settled in Nebblebed. They hiked several times a week and
trained on aircraft identification using photographs and decks of Spotter Cards. A week
of orientation about England and the British people was required at camp before any
passes were issued. The men went sightseeing to Henley, Oxford, Reading, and London.

On 25-FEB 1944, the 110th packed up and left South Camp and transferred to Exmouth.
a former seaside resort. Because all of the hotels and large buildings were already full,
they were billeted in private homes. The 110th would attend a “waterproofing school”
in a tent camp near Oxford. The training was designed to teach them how to keep their
gear and equipment dry. They returned to Exmouth on 8-MAR. Over the next two weeks
the unit would participate in training exercises.

On 9-10 MAR the battalion went on to participate o
in Exercise Fox at Slapton Sounds. It was the [N

largest exercise prior to rehearsals of D-Day. On "
17-APR, the unit was issued the M-4 high speed
armored vehicles they would drive onto the
beaches on D-day. These eighteen-ton, high-
speed artillery tractors were nicknamed “Hitler's
Crawlin' Coffin” (sic). The M4 used M4 Sherman
tracks, roadwheels and drive sprocket. One
variant was designed to tow the 90 mm anti-
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aircraft gun, and another was for the 155 mm gun or 8-inch howitzer. The rear
compartment carried the gun crew and other equipment, and some later variants
included a crane to assist with heavier projectiles. The M4 was built by tractors
manufacturer Allis-Chalmers of West Allis, Wisconsin, starting in 1943 and was in U.S.
military service until approximately 1960. The M4 was designed to creep up out of the
surf onto Dog-Green Omaha Beach hauling a 90mm anti-aircraft gun and its crew for the
110th AAA Battalion during the D-Day invasion of Europe.

Walter was listed as an Ammunition NCO 505. The Ammunition NC supervises requisition,
procurement, and distribution of ammunition and keeps inventory of ammunition. He
supervised four men handling a supply of ammunition for the heavy antiaircraft batteries.

It was late May and the battalion now was restricted to base.
Soon there were briefings and they were shown maps for the
first time. On 26-MAY the whole battalion attended a briefing.
They were marched into a large tent and there was a covered
table in the center. They gathered around the covered table and
then several command staff officers walked into the tent.
Among them was General Dwight D. Eisenhower. When the
cover was removed from the table, the crescent beach where
the invasion would take place was revealed. Allied commanders
had divided the French coast of Normandy into designated
sectors. The 110th AAA would land on “Dog Green” sector
Omaha beach as heavy support for the 29th. The battalion was warned of mines and
deadly hedgehogs along the beach. They were told they would be in direct support of
infantry as anti-tank weapons. That knocked them all for aloop. They thought they would
be way behind the lines! They were also told they there expecting fifty-percent casualties.

Quietly throughout the next few nights, units all
ME MiKB JoE : over southern England broke camps and moved to
ps y staging areas, boarded trucks and headed to
harbors. Walter and Battery C’s four guns were
loaded onto LST 291. Landing Ship Tank, or tank
landing ship, is the naval designation for ships first
B developed during World War Il to support
amphibious operations by carrying tanks, vehicles,
cargo, and landing troops directly onto shore with no docks or piers. Onboard the LST
with his battery was 3rd Battalion, 115 Regiment of the 29th Division. The rest of the
110th was onboard LST 498 (Battery A), LST 510 (Battery B), LST 506 (Battery D).




Walter Sebastian and the 110th AAA was attached to the 29th infantry division on D-Day.
The plan was for them to land at H plus 210, at 1000 hours after the infantry to provide
anti-aircraft support as soon as possible. As it turned out, the beachmaster suspended all
landings at 0830 hours.

Editor’s note: Beachmasters directed troops, supervised unloading, and generally imposed
order. Depending upon the level of resistance encountered, beachmasters ran risks
varying from little more than that of a traffic policeman to highly visible positions under
fire. Due to the chaotic situation on the beach, the 110th spent most of D-Day day aboard
their LSTs, circling offshore waiting on orders to land. Only a few men from the 110th
made it to Omaha late on June 6th to recon the area and identify the best location to set
their 90mm guns.

The author of the book, “110th AAA Driving Hitler’s Crawlin Coffin” wrote:

“An invasion ship is a lonely ship. Downstairs, in a LST you sit and sweat, and
nobody says anything because there is nothing to say. You look around and
wonder who will be dead soon...Then the thought comes, swelling up inside
of you...maybe it’s me. Maybe I’ll be dead soon.”

They waited...

By the afternoon hours of 7-JUN the situation on Omaha beach’s western sector was
greatly improved. The rest of the battalion finally got the orders to land on the 7th of
June at H-hour 360, 1230 hours. They stopped circling and headed for the beach. What
they found on Omaha Beach was surreal and horrifying. Men looked over the side of the
LST and saw G.l.s floating in the water and rolling up on the beach. There is little doubt,
the men would remember the images around them for the rest of their lives.

Dog Green sector was just below the village of Vierville-sur-Mer. The M-4’s and their guns
rolled off the LST’s, up the beach and towards the exit in the sea wall. They encountered
small arms fire along the path. They were ordered to set up their guns. Harold Mueller
reported, “We were getting a lot of small arms fire while setting up our guns.”
Throughout the area, snipers, machine gunners and small groups of troops fired at the
Americans from hedgerows and sunken roads. Radar picked up planes nearing the
beachhead.

Later that day, Saint Louisan Pfc. Robert Potter was killed by an accidental discharge from
his machine gun while he was cleaning it. Battery D fired at one of the planes as it came
over. The plane, a Ju-88, became the first German plane to be shot down by an American
90 mm anti-aircraft artillery unit on French soil. There was so much going on the during
the first night that the gun batteries didn’t have a chance to dig the gun pits and “boogey
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down.” A typical gun crew consisted of 13-15 men. Normally a gun crew worked all night
firing at targets and slept in the daytime. In Normandy, these days, there was nothing
typical.

The Omaha and Utah beaches remained littered with wreckage for several days. At
Omaha, casualties and destroyed equipment delayed the complete clearing of the beach
until the afternoon of 10-JUN. Battery B and C remained in their positions near the
Normandy beachhead and airfield ARL-9 while the other batteries moved southwest
towards Louvieres. Early in the morning of 22-JUN a soldier was building a campfire
where B and C were bivouacked at the end of air strip ARL-9 when a loud explosion rocked
the camp. It turned out the soldier was building a fire on top of an unexploded embedded
German 20 mm shell.

The Army continued to make slow inroads through hedgerow country. By 7-JUL the 29th
and 30th Infantry Divisions had extended American gains and crossed the Vier River near
St. Lo. Through the day, the 110th supported the Army with artillery. All of the 110th was
moved up to Sainte Jean de Daye eight miles north of St. Lo to support the ground troops
assigned the task of taking Hill 192. Artillery barrages continued for the next week. St.
Lo was captured on the 18th.

On 20-JUL Batteries A and B remained at St. Jean de Daye and Batteries C and D were
ordered to boogey up and move about five miles outside of Tribehou. Their assignment
was to aid the U.S. 83rd Infantry Division against elements of German 17th S.S. Panzer
Grenadier and other troops in the region. As they were digging in a lone German
Messerschmidt ME-109 came in strafing and was shot down by the quad-50’s. At the end
of the operation, the 110th rolled through St. Lo. The men were struck by the total
devastation. Lester Cohen of B-battery recalled, “there was nothing standing but chimney
stacks.” Cpl. William of Battery C agreed, “St. Lo was reduced to rubble.” Walter
Sebastian’s Battery C remained near Tribehou for another week then moved into St. Lo
on 8-AUG for several days.

After a couple of days, all the batteries of the 110th moved about fifty miles south to Saint
Hilaire du Harcouet. Their new assignment was to take up a field artillery and anti-tank
defensive role in support the 30th Infantry Division. In this position the 110th AAA saw
only limited action. On 23-AUG the battalion was notified to be ready to move out at any
time. Speculation was the fall of Paris was expected at any moment. Finally, at 0400
hours the following morning, the battalion received march orders to move out the next
day at 1300 hours. Batteries A and B bivouacked in a little town called Nogent Le Rotrou
and batteries C and D bivouacked at Lamours, a small village two miles outside of Paris.
That night an advance party, including components of the 2nd French Armored Division
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and the 110th AAA Gun Battalion, probed into the city of Paris. At 2122 hours, the
advance party went in and arrived at the Hotel de Ville the city hall building. While the
church bells rang out announcing the liberators, surrounded by a welcoming crowd,
sniper and machine gun fire opened up from nearby buildings. Officially, the 110th
became the first American outfit to enter Paris. As they passed through Paris and crossed
the Seine River near the Cathedral of Notre Dame, the crowds disappeared, and streets
were deserted. The men of the 110th quickly learned the reason. The area was not yet
secure; and rifles, machine guns, mortars opened up.

The 110th were ordered to set up positions to protect the city from air attack. The
German’s sent over 65 planes to bomb the bridges along the Seine River. The 110th shot
down 16 of them without damage to the bridges. During this time Walter and Battery C
was moved out of the rail yards area
and repositioned in the southeast
suburb of Vincennes. On 29-AUG the
U.S. 28th Infantry  paraded
triumphantly down the wide straight
stretch of Champs-Elysees from
Napoleon’s Arc de Triomphe to the
Place de la Concorde to help lessen
the fears of the French people and E
show they were the overwhelming 2
Allied force in the region. Sy d
Meanwhile, the men of the 110th L2
were receiving passes to go into the
city sightseeing.

id
==

Battery C in front of Church Of Les Invalides, Paris, 1944

With the liberation of Paris behind them, the Army continued their advance towards
Germany. The allies crossed the Seine River, pursuing the Germans, stretching their
supply lines. This quicker than planned advance meant supplies couldn’t keep pace. A
number of men from the 110th volunteered to detach and drive supply trucks. Between
29-AUG and 15-SEP men volunteered to drive what would later be called the “Red Ball
Express.”

On 29-SEP all of the 110th AAA batteries were transferred out to recently liberated Liege,
Belgium. After crossing the border, many of the towns they passed had been bombed
and shelled. The men were warned against fraternizing with Belgium civilians. Many of
the Belgium people were pro-German. By 1800 hours, the batteries had set up around



Liege. Even though there were concerns of German sympathizers, people came running
up to them hugging and kissing them.

Sometime around 1-OCT a formation of British Lancaster bombers flew over Liege.
American anti-aircraft batteries in the area opened up on them. The briefing office
(apparently) had failed to give them the proper altitude, which was supposed to be 10,000
feet. The planes were flying at 5,000 feet. Also, they were not given the proper I.F.F code.
Editor’s note: Identification, friend or foe (IFF) is a radar-based identification system
designed for command and control. It utilizes a transponder that listens for an
interrogation signal, and then sends a response that identifies the broadcaster. In the
confusion, a number of planes were shot down. The 110th also witnessed a number of
buzz bombs (V-1) flying overhead. They were fairly easy to shoot down, because their
course was straight and true.

On 7-0OCT 1944, the battalion was ordered to move out to a “secret position” which later
turned out to be three miles south of Verviers, Belgium at the town of Pepinster. There
was a top-secret meeting of the U.S. High Command. Their assignment was to set up on
the surrounding hills and provide anti-aircraft protection.

. On 25-0OCT the 110th AAA moved about 14 miles

T ; to the area of Spa, Belgium. The mission was to

/‘T, protect the First Army Headquarters set up in a

: large hotel there. All the batteries were billeted

, 53 in a large three-story Chateau two miles outside

- of Spa. All of the men in the battery could sleep

comfortably inside. While stationed around Spa,

- the area was relatively quiet. About a third of

= the men at a time were given passes to visit

“The breakthrough Dec 6. What a hard time we had then! Veriers or Spa While in Spa/ there were

You just about lost your son & got $10,000!™ showings of new American movies each week

and a stage performance, with big stars such as

Marlene Dietrich and Mickey Rooney. The men and Armies were starting to get very
comfortable. Little did they know there was still of lot of war and suffering ahead.

Throughout November and early December all seemed calm. There were few enemy
planes overhead. Men started to believe they would be coming home soon, maybe even
for Christmas. All those thoughts faded on 19-DEC 1944. At 0200 the battery’s radar units
began to pick up large formations of unidentified aircraft approaching the area. The
planes were just outside of their range. For the first time in two months, the batteries
were told to stand by and be ready to move. Everyone scrambled to their positions,



checked equipment and prepared for battle. Soon
the planes came within range of their guns and ‘
they opened fire. A few hours later the German’s i A
launched a massive attack along a 45-mile front
within the Ardennes Forest of Belgium and
Luxembourg. The Battle of the Bulge, though not
known yet by that name, had begun.

There was confusion all along the front. German
planes made strafing runs over Spa and the 110th
positions. Hundreds of American troops were
caught and became prisoners of war. There were
113 American soldiers rounded up in a field and
shot at Malmedy. Several units from Battery D
were given marching orders for a TD (Tank
Destroyer) mission. The approaching enemy was
within five miles of their position. Soon the - Belgium during the breakthrough
battalion ceased to be an anti-aircraft battery and

was wholly assigned to TD missions. By mid-day on 19-DEC the 110th batteries A, B, C
remained in the vicinity of Stroumont, LaGleize and Stavelot. Walter Sebastian, in C
Battery, was north of Stavelot. For now, the 110th was attached to Security Detachment
of the First U.S. Army Headquarters. U.S. Troops were frantically loading up fuel from
Depot #3 just north of Stavelot, ahead of the German advance. The Germans hoped to
capture the bridge over the Ambleve River in Stavelot intact. The U.S. forces intended to
blow it up. The 117th Infantry Regiment, and units from the 823rd Tank Destroyers, 743rd
Tank Battalion and the 110th’s Battery C was also part of the Army blocking the German’s
path to the bridge. Several attacks were made and repulsed. At 1500 hours, another
attempt was made by 2nd S.S. Panzer-Grenadier Company storming over the bridge. A
number of very accurate direct hits fired by Battery C of the 110th AAA damaged the
structure and the ramp decimating the two German squads trying to cross. Later that
night, the 105th Engineering Battalion planted 1400 pounds of TNT and blew a 25-foot
gap in the bridge that put a halt to any German armor crossing the bridge. Once the
German advance had been repulsed, in late January 1945, the Allies began the final push
to into Germany. In their retreat, the German’s blew every bridge to slow the Allied
advance. The 110th occupied the same position in Spa as they had before the German
advance. The men welcomed the chance for a restful night and the chance to clean up.
There were still occasional air raids by the Germans as they tried to disrupt Allied supply




lines. Battery B and C had fifty planes come in near the Roer River Bridge crossing. They
shot down 18-21 of them. The batteries remained at this position for about two weeks.

In the next few days, the 110th AAA was attached to the Il Corps. All anti-aircraft guns
were ordered to protect the Ludendorff Railway Bridge (The Bridge at Remagen) against
German aircraft. The zone was declared an “Inner Artillery Zone” or IAZ and any anti-
"\ aircraft guns were authorized to fire at any unknowns within
15,000 meters of the bridge and up to an altitude of 10,000 feet.
On 9-MAR there were 5 battalions of anti-aircraft guns guarding
the bridge. The Germans were sending in everything thing they
had, including the Messerschmitt Me-262 jet. The request went out
for more AAA batteries. The bridge was the highest priority. On
about 10-MAR the Germans sent a variety of aircraft in attacks that
_ lasted about six hours. The sorties against the bridge continued
until late March. There were now 65 anti-aircraft units employed
around Remagen. By the third week of March, a number of
pontoon bridges had been built across the Rhine.

The attacks slowed and the 110th Batteries were being
redeployed. Batteries B and C were moved several miles to
Bandorf. On 8-APR the unit saw a little action and they learned
President Franklin D. Roosevelt had died. The men also heard the
Luftwaffe was “kaput” about this time and except for a few
pockets of resistance, German soldiers were surrendering without
a fight throughout the countryside. The batteries of the 110th
were reunited and they occupied themselves playing softball.
With no more need for anti-aircraft batteries, they were
reassigned to security duties.

Comp;ny C Gun showing "kills"

On 19-APR the battalion packed up the anti-aircraft equipment and turned it in to
Ordnance to be transported out of the area.

Battery C and Walter Sebastian was assigned to Meiningen, several miles south of
Schmalkalden, as security and MP duties. In the days ahead, they went deeper and
deeper into Germany. In the next few days, the Germans capitulated. The news that the
war in Europe ended reached the men of the 110th AAA on 7-MAY 1945. The battalion
continued in their MP roles. Finally, a number of men got word they were headed home.
Originally, the battalion was to be deployed to the Pacific theater. Fortunately, the war
ended in August. On 6-OCT 1945 the battalion was officially disbanded while in Germany.
Personnel not already scheduled for the return home were transferred to other units.
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Corporal Walter J. Sebastian was mustered out on 2-JAN 1946.
He earned five Bronze Stars for the following campaigns.

e Ardennes

e Rhineland

e Northern France

e Central Europe

e Normandy

Walt adopted this little dog in emny. "Uncle Walter & Aunt Frances & Dolly, the dog
The photo is inscribed: "Dolly, 7 weeks old". he brought home from Germany" January, 1947

On 19-OCT, 1946 Walter married Frances E. Luck, according to United Methodist Church
records. They had two children, Barbara and Walter. Walter and his family lived in St.
Louis County in 1940 and Overland in 2009.

10



Epilogue:

Walter J. Sebastian had seen the horrors of war. From Omaha Beach, deep into Germany.
Some members of the 110th went into the Buchenwald concentration camp. Those that
didn’t see the camp heard about it from the others. Some men come home with visible
wounds. But we seldom see the invisible wounds that most men must withstand.

Walter surely was trying to spare his son from the horrors of war when, in 1968, he sent
a letter to President Lyndon B. Johnson asking that he be allowed to serve in his son’s
stead during the height of the Vietnam War. President Johnson replied, through Major
General Patrick W. Cassidy, Chief of Personnel Operations:

2-MAY 1968
Dear Mr. Sebastian:

President Johnson has asked that | reply to your recent letter regarding
your desire to serve in the United States Army in your son’s stead.

Your response is certainly understandable, and it is regretted that the
current world situation requires that American servicemen be sent to face the
potential hazards of service in Vietnam. The Army is acutely aware of the
personal anxiety that a family fees when a loved one is exposed to possible
danger. As a practical matter, however all military personnel must be
assigned to those duties ad areas where they are most needed. The primary
consideration in selecting a soldier for assignment to any area is the need for
the grade and military skill a soldier possesses. Inasmuch as the modern
Army must main strict qualification for service in the combat zone, your offer
cannot be accepted.

Your desire to serve and the basis upon which it is made is deeply
appreciated.

Sincerely Yours,

PATRICK F. CASSIDY
Major General, USA
Chief of Personnel Operation

Walter J. Sebastian Jr did serve in the Army in Viethnam, survived the war, and currently
lives in St. Peters MO.

Walter J. Sebastian Sr. died 25-SEP 2011 and is buried at Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery.
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Walter kept a log of his travels. In Walter’s words:

e They conducted their first bombing on 21-JAN 1944,

e They conducted a heavy bombing on 22-FEB 1944.

e They left Nettlebed 26-FEB for Exmouth.

e They left Exmouth 5-APR 1944 and arrived at Towny North Whales 7-APR 1944,

e They left Towyn 15-APR and arrived at Exmouth 16-APR 1944,

e They left Exmouth 25-APR and arrived in South Molton 26-APR 1944.

e They returned to Exmouth 26-APR.

e They left Exmouth 15-MAY 1944 and arrived K-6 staging area 16-MAY 1944. They
then boarded LST 291 1-JUN 1944. They arrived at the Coast of France 6-JUN 1944
and landed on Omaha Beach 8-JUN 1944.*

*After action reports say the 110th landed 7-JUN.

Positions in France:
e 8-JUNto 5-JUL 1944 Vierville and Sur Mer
e 5-JULto 10-JUL 1944 Lacamba
e 10-JULto 18-JUL 1944 Carentan
e 19-JUK to 30-JUL 1944 Tribeaou
e 30-JUL to 7-AUG 1944 Cavigny
e 7-AUG to 10-AUG 1944 St. Lo
e 10-AUG to 12-AUG 1944 St. Hilaire
e 12-AUG to 20-AUG 1944 St. Hilaire (Varey)
e 20-AUG to 26-AUG 1944 Limours
e 26-AUG to 27-AUG 1944 Paris (Iviry-Sur Seine)
e 27-AUG to 31-AUG 1944 Vincennes
e 31-AUG to 8-SEP 1944 Pantin
e 9-SEP to 29-SEP 1944 Charlevile

Positions in Belgium
e 29-SEP to 8-OCT 1944 Liege
e 8-OCT to 17-OCT 1944 Pipinstar
e 17-OCT to 25-OCT 1944 Vierviere
e 25-OCT to 26-OCT 1944 Spa (Sousbois)
e 26-OCT to 21-DEC 1944 Spa (Niveze)
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e 21-DECto 31-DEC 1944 Malmedy
e 31-DECto 18-JAN 1944 La Glieze
e 18-JAN to 26-FEB 1945 Spa (Niveze)

Positions in Germany
e 26-FEB to 1-MAR 1945 Merken
e 1-MAR to 11-MAR 1945 Duren
e 12-MAR to 20-MAR 1945 Oberwinter-Bandorf
e 20-MAR to 21-APR Mulhausen
e 21-APR to 22-APR Schmalkalden
e 22-APR to 13-MAY 1945 Meiningan
e 13-MAY to 14-MAY 1945 Schmalkalden
e 14-MAY to 23-MAY 1945 Runkel
e 23-MAY Auenau.

The St. Charles County Veterans Museum wishes to thank the Sebastian family for
furnishing documents and photographs to the museum that helped guide our research to
tell Walter’s story.

The editor also wishes to acknowledge Lonnie R. Speer, author of the book: 110th AAA
Driving Hitler’s Crawlin Coffin, which proved to be an invaluable resource of many details
of the Walter Sebastian’s service with the 110",
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