On This Day, 5-SEP-1950, We Honor a Fallen Hero

Robert J. Sebacher was born 16-DEC 1925 in Kansas.
Robert’s father was Leo Anthony Sebacher (1897-1981). His
mother was Elizabeth R. Schlim (1901-1980). By age five,
Robert had moved to 1207 Olive Street in St. Charles MO. His
father was a foreman at American Car and Foundry (ACF)
Plantin St. Charles. Robert had four siblings: Phyllis, Joan,
Daniel and Joseph. Following graduation from St. Peters High
School (how Duchesne) in 1944, during World War Il, Robert
J. Sebacher enlisted 26-OCT-1943 in the Marine Corps. He
served two years in the South Pacific in the Marines 5th
Infantry Regiment, Company G. His attained the rank of SGT.
He was discharged 24-JUL-1946.

After the war, Robert attended St. Louis University for two
years under the G.I. Bill of Rights. Robert enlisted once again
on 23-JAN-1949 in the Army and served in the 1st Infantry

Division, 5th Calvary Regiment, 2nd Battalion as a 1st Lieutenant. His occupational
specialty was Field Communications Chief.
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LIEUTENANT'S |
1 FAMILY JOINS
| HIM IN JAPAN.

Mrs. Billie Sebacher and son |

Bobby arrived safely in Japan
| where they joined their husband |
o and father, Lt. Robert Sebacher
| on May 29, Mrs. Sebacher has |
Cpwritten to her parents, Mr. and |
| Mrs, Walter Rigg, 1126 N. Sec- |
| ond street,
| Two weeks were required for |
I the boat trip from Washington |
1 to Nagal, Japan, and the mother |
L hecame seasick but this discom- |
forture was more than compen- |
sated for when the family was |
reunited and settied down in a
Jroom cotttage overiooking Na- |
| wai beach and with the Pacific |
ocean in the background,

Mrs. Sebacher wrote that she ]‘
s very pleased  with her  new |
surroundings.,  She has a maid |
and a houseboy and  discovered
that most merchandise is as a-
vailabie in Japan as in the Unit-
ol States, Her  husband s

with the Fifth Cavalry at Camp
IATd Y]

I Robert was married to Billie Mae Rigg. Robert and Billie had

one son, Robert. While Robert Sebacher was stationed in
Korea, his wife Billie and son Bobby were living at Nagai
Japan. It was reported, his wife had not heard from him since
the 1st Cavalry Division was dispatched to Korea early last
month (APR 1950). Robert J. Sebacher was killed in action
on 5-SEP 1950 in South Korea at the Battle of Pusan. Justa
month before, he had been promoted to 1st Lieutenant.
Robert was 24 years old.

The Battle of Pusan Perimeter was a large-scale battle
between United Nations and North Korean forces lasting
from 4-AUG to 18-SEP 1950. The “Pusan Perimeter” was a
140-mile defensive line around the southeastern tip of the



Korean Peninsula. It was one of the first major engagements

of the Korean War. An army of 140,000 UN troops, having Sf. Char'es Ofﬁcer

been pushed to the brink of defeat, were rallied to make a final

stand against the invading North Korean army of 98,000 men. 5 IS Kllled In Korea
At the end of the battle, each side had over 60,000 casualties, it T Bt Bt

killed, wounded or captured. Charles, who was recently report-
ed missing in action in Korea, has

been loftich:.‘lny declared dead, it
. was learned yesterday from his
A funeral mass was held for Robert at St. Charles Borromeo in st g:’;"“ Mr.oa.nd m—’;. Leo Se-

. . - 1 cher, 1207 Olive st. Cha 7
St. Charles. American Legion Post 312 conducted the military | wmr. and Mrs, s‘::u'l:'; rece:‘;;

services at the gravesite in St. Charles Borromeo Cemetery. e o e gy s ol

Robert is remembered at the Korean War Veterans Memorial ;’, §°"u:‘:dd:;°‘;:“"vﬁ£ ;ctiou Sept.
'y € was re-

in Washington DC. This is a National Parks Service and ported missing. Lt. Sebacher, 24,

. L. . was serving with the First Cav-
American Battle Monuments Commission location. alry Division in the Waegwan sec-

tor at the time he was killed.
A Marine veteran of World War
{II, Lt. Sebacher enlisted in the |,
Army in January of 1949 after
attending St. Louis University for
two years. His wife, Mrs. Billie
Sebacher, and their 2-year-old son
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Local newspapers reported:

)

Bobby, are returning here lrom'i
From the Post-Dispatch 17-AUG-1950, On the Nakong River : 'i’:é"’s’;;m‘;'h:;‘;"fhey have been liv-|
Front, Korea. An American Lieutenant reports Communist
troops are forcing captured United States soldiers to carry ammunition and supplies to the
front lines. Lt. Sebacher of St. Charles said the information was shouted by an American
captive of the North Koreans while the Lieutenant and his men were hiding Tuesday on a
nearby hillside. He quoted the prisoner as yelling “We prisoners are getting plenty of food,
water and rest but we have to carry ammunition for the North Koreans — the same
ammunition they captured from us. Lt. Sebacher, bearded leader of a mortar section,
walked back to the American lines today with the remnants of his unit and that of another
Lieutenant, tough veteran Stephen J. Gubenia of New York City. Sixty Americans from Lts.
Sebacher’s and Gubenia’s outfits were captured by about by about 200 North Koreans who
attacked their position Northeast of Waegwan yesterday. Lt Sebacher told the story of their
capture emotionally — so emotionally he bit his lip occasionally to control his voice.

Lt. Sebacher said, “We had about 70 men in our position when the North Koreans crawled
within 10 feet of our foxhole just before dawn. They shouted, surrender or we shoot! But
we fought back. When we rushed their position trying to break out of the trap, 15 or 20 of
my men were captured. Those of us that escaped later saw them being marched north by
the Communists. They are using our own shells against us. Lt. Sebacher said, the only
reason he could figure for letting the man shout to him from his hill was the North Koreans
forced the captives to give the names of the men that escaped.

Lt. Sebacher said his men were carrying rifles whereas the Reds were carrying machine
guns. He said he believed the reds had enough strength to hold the prisoners but were
wary about attacking again in a try for others. Lt. Gubenia reported: Thirty-eight of my men
were captured. They didn’t have a chance.



The North Koreans marched us six abreast until they were
almost on top of us. Then somebody blew a whistle and they
split three ways to surround us. My mortar crew tried to fight
against machine guns with their carbines until our
ammunition ran out. Then the North Koreans captured our
mortars and 200 rounds of mortar ammunition while we were
getting back the hard way. | saw the Reds march my men
around a while then up into the hills.

With a catch in his voice, “They were the best mortar men |
ever had. Thank God they are alive even though they are now
ammunition bearers for the enemy. We will get through to
them one of these days —and | hope itis soon.”

St. Louis Globe Democrat 11-OCT-1950.

Headline: St. Charles officer Is Killed in

Korea. First Lieutenant Robert Sebacher of St. Charles who
was recently reported as missing in action in Korea, has
officially been declared dead it was learned yesterday from
his parents Mr. and Mrs. Leo Sebacher 1207 Olive in St.
Charles. Mr. and Mrs. Sebacher received a telegram from the
Defense Department which stated that their son had been
killed in action September 5th the day on which he was
reported missing. His wife Mrs. Billie Sebacher and their 2-
year old son are returning here from Japan where they had
been living since April.

Robert J. Sebacher is honored and remembered at the Mid
America Veterans Museum.

LT, SEBACHER
1S MISSING IN
KOREA ACTION

Parents Of Lt. Robert Se-

bacher Notified Today By

Defense Department; Missing

Since Sept. 5.

Lt. Robert Sebacher of St
Charles has been reported missing
in action in Korea. His parents,

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Sebacher of 1207
Olive street, said they were noti-

© fied by the defense department

this morning by telegram. He was
reported missing on September 5.
‘This is the first boy from the
to be reported missing al-
though two have been reported as
missing in action from the coun-
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Lt. Sebacher was promoted to
rank of First Lieutenant the
of August.
Sebacher has been serving
First Cavalry Division
to Korea early in
ly he enlisted in
following grad-
High School
served two years i
. He attended St.
Louis for two years
under the G. L bill of rights and
was a second lieu-
tenant in the Army in January of
was transferred to oe-
cupational duty in Japan and la-
Korea with the
outbreak of ting there.

Lt. Sebacher is 25 years old and
married and has one son. His wife
the former Billie Riggs of St
Charles, and son Bobby, are living
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' in Nagi, Japan at the present
time, the

A base where Lt. Sebacher
was stationed before being sent to
Korea.

tly Lt. Sebacher was feat-
ured in an article by the metropol-
itan press in which he said the

Korea l.ilt the information was
shouted

his

was leading a mortar section on

southern American front, and
in action continuously

ving in Korea.
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