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= Matthew William Clark was born 11-AUG-1984. He lived in St. Louis

County MO. His father was Kenneth Clark, a Marine veteran who
. died during Matthew’s senior year of high school. Matt’s mother is
Lee R. Hundelt. Matt attended Priory School and later graduated
from Ladue High School in 2002. Matt attended the University of
Missouri St. Louis for two years after graduating and then enlisted
in the Marines, reporting to Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego
on 17-MAY 2004. He then went to Infantry Training Battalion,
School of Infantry West on August 17, 2004, where he earned the
MOS 0311, Marine Basic Rifleman. He then reported to Kanehoe
Bay, Hawaii on 27-OCT 2004.

Matt was assigned to the 3rd Marine Division, 3rd Marine Regiment 2nd Battalion at
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. He was a mortar man. His mother, Lee Hundelt, said her son had
wanted to be a Marine since he was a boy. She recalled a time when Matthew wanted to
hang an American flag over his bed but was too young to do it himself. Lee hung it for him
instead.

He returned from a tour of duty in Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom
in JAN 2006. On 17-Sept 2006, Matthew emailed his mother saying,

Greetings from Al Asad Airbase,lrag. So, I'm not. At my regular base yet, still in transit, but |
will be soon enough.

Iraq is a lot more temperate than | thought it was going to be. Now Kuwait was hot. But both
are quick barren. Remember those pictures of Afghanistan and its mountains. Nothing like
that here. At All. Just desert.

Same people thus far. Same music. We had a running joke that Ramesh the lead singer of
Musab is possibly going to front Algawn in their next aloum. Don’t worry, we don’t know
what that means either.

| wish | had more to say, but we haven’t done a whole lot yet. Non-infantry military are kind
of confused to see us here in transit. We have different tastes in life than them, | guess. They
want plasma TVs and stuff to keep them going over here, we just want large chow hall stocked
with food. And a comfortable place to sleep. Oh well.
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Love you much,

Matthew



After a short time back in Hawaii, LCpl Clark then deployed to Iraq in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. On the night he deployed, Matt called his mom and told her, “He did not
want to die, but he was not afraid to die.”

Matthew William Clark was killed by a roadside bomb 14-DEC 2006 in Anbar province Iraq
while driving an armored Humvee serving during Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was 22
years old.

Marine Lance Cpl. Matt Clark thought about his mother when he filled out his emergency
contact form before leaving for Iraq. Matthew called St. Charles County home during his
last two years in service. When he filled out his registration papers he stated that he
wanted his priest present if his mother had to hear the news dreaded by every parent of
a child in the service. On Thursday evening, 14-DEC 2006, Msgr. Vernon Gardin
accompanied the Marines to break the news that to his mother that Matthew was not
coming home. “l had a premonition about this one week to the day before it actually
happened,” reflected his mother, Lee. “l saw it in my mind’s eye.”

A month before his death, the Marine emailed his priest a personal manifesto of his life.
“I'am American,” Clark wrote. “These are my people. | will always be more like them than
the Britons or French men. | will forever desire to protect them.” Matthew had been
reading philosophy books whenever he had a chance while fighting in some of the
deadliest combat zones. His friends and family members remembered him as a devoutly
religious and intelligent man. He starred in several high school theater productions. One
of his teachers remarked, “He was always thinking about other people more than himself.”

Marine Col. Greg Boyle said he visited Clark’s battalion and talked to Matthew’s
commander who praised him saying, “He heard the sounds of guns, and marched towards
them. That’s a brave young man.”

Matthew was preceded in death by his father Kenneth B. Clark, a Marine veteran.
Matthew and his father were very close. “Few fathers and sons are as close as Ken and
Matthew were,” said The Rev. Monsignor Vernon Gardin, Pastor of Immaculata Church in
Richmond Heights. “Ken doted on Matthew and, when he was dying, Matthew was his
angel.” Matt is survived by his mother, Lee Hundelt and her husband Craig, stepsister,
Elizabeth Hundelt and stepbrother, Miguel Hundelt.

Funeral services were held at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis. Seven Marines stood in a
sharp line outside of the Basilica on Lindell Boulevard and an enormous American flag
flapped in the wind as they carried their fallen comrade up the steps. Fifty Knights of
Columbus, flanking the entrance of the church, held their formal dress hats in front of



them. More than two dozen priests and monks celebrated Matthew Clark’s funeral mass.

Matthew is buried Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis MO.

A two-year effort to memorialize Matthew Willian Clark came to fruition Saturday, 13-APR
2013 with the dedication of a highway marker along Highway 270 honoring the Lance

Corporal. The sign is located at exit 13 at Ladue Road and Highway 270.

Matthew William Clark is honored and remembered at the Mid America Veterans
Museum.
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Marines carry the casket of a fellow Marine, Lance Cpl. Matthew W. Clark, from the funeral Mass at the St Lmuscxm-dml gasilica Friday while
his mother, Lee Hundelt, walks behind. Clark was killed by a roadside bomb in Iraq last week. L«




