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MǇ name iƐ GaƌǇ JŽhnƐŽn͕ and I am ƚhe hŽƐƉiƚal cŽƌƉƐman ǁhŽ caƌed fŽƌ Andƌeǁ ͞AndǇ͟ 
Rankin ǁhen he ǁaƐ ǁŽƵnded in Vieƚ Nam Žn AƉƌil Ϯϵ͕ ϭϵϲϵ͘ I am ƉƌŽǀiding ƚhe fŽllŽǁing 
naƌƌaƚiǀe Žf ƚhe eǀenƚƐ ƚhaƚ ŽccƵƌƌed ƐƵƌƌŽƵnding ƚhe daǇ AndǇ ǁaƐ ǁŽƵnded and ǁhich 
aƌe ƐŽ ǀiǀidlǇ imƉƌinƚed in mǇ memŽƌǇ͘ When I aƌƌiǀed in Vieƚ Nam and ǁaƐ ƐƵbƐeƋƵenƚlǇ 
aƐƐigned ƚŽ ϭƐƚ MaƌineƐ͕ Ϯnd BaƚƚaliŽn͕ EchŽ CŽmƉanǇ I leaƌned ƚhaƚ I ǁaƐ ƌeƉlacing ƚhe 
fŽƌmeƌ hŽƐƉiƚal cŽƌƉƐman ǁhŽ ǁaƐ killed in acƚiŽn͘ Thaƚ ƌealiƚǇ ǁeighed heaǀǇ Žn mǇ 
mind͘ AƐ I became acƋƵainƚed ǁiƚh AndǇ and ƚhe Žƚheƌ maƌineƐ in EchŽ CŽmƉanǇ͕ I 
ƌealiǌed ƚhaƚ each Žf ƵƐ ǁaƐ mindfƵl Žf ƚhe facƚ ƚhaƚ ǁe cŽƵld be ǁŽƵnded Žƌ killed in 
acƚiŽn͘ AƐ a hŽƐƉiƚal cŽƌƉƐman I ǁaƐ dedicaƚed ƚŽ dŽing mǇ jŽb ƚŽ ƚake caƌe Žf each Žf ƚhe 
maƌineƐ in EchŽ CŽmƉanǇ͘ I ƌŽƵƚinelǇ accŽmƉanied each Žf ƚhe ƚhƌee ƐƋƵadƐ Žn ƉaƚƌŽlƐ͘ 
AndǇ and ƚhe Žƚheƌ maƌineƐ alǁaǇƐ lŽŽked ŽƵƚ fŽƌ me͘ TheǇ kneǁ I ǁanƚed ƚŽ be ƚheƌe 
fŽƌ ƚhem in caƐe Žne Žf ƚhem ǁaƐ injƵƌed fƌŽm bŽŽbǇ ƚƌaƉƐ Žƌ enemǇ cŽnƚacƚ͘ TheǇ ǁŽƵld 
ƌefeƌ ƚŽ me aƐ ͞DŽc͟ and ƐŽmeƚimeƐ affecƚiŽnaƚelǇ ƌefeƌƌed ƚŽ me aƐ ͞MŽm͘͟  AƐ a 
hŽƐƉiƚal cŽƌƉƐman I alǁaǇƐ ǁaƐ cŽnceƌned abŽƵƚ ƚhe aǀailabiliƚǇ Žf back ƵƉ ǁhen I had a 
ƐeǀeƌelǇ ǁŽƵnded caƐƵalƚǇ͘ When ǁe ǁeƌe Žn ƉaƚƌŽlƐ͕ ǁe ǁeƌe ǀeƌǇ diƐƚanƚ fƌŽm ƚhe 
baƚƚaliŽn aƌeaƐ͘ The ŽnlǇ backƵƉ aǀailable ǁŽƵld be ƚhƌŽƵgh ƌadiŽ cŽnƚacƚ ƌeƋƵeƐƚing 
mediǀac helicŽƉƚeƌ͘ If mediǀac helicŽƉƚeƌ ǁaƐ aǀailable͕ ƚhe eƐƚimaƚed aƌƌiǀal ƚime mighƚ 
ƚake ƵƉ ƚŽ ϭϱͲϮϬ minƵƚeƐ͘ 

Iƚ ǁaƐ ƐhŽƌƚlǇ afƚeƌ ϭ͗ϬϬƉm Žn AƉƌil Ϯϵ͕ ϭϵϲϵ ǁhen I ǁaƐ Žn ƉaƚƌŽl ǁiƚh AndǇ͛Ɛ ƐƋƵad͘ We 
had ƐƚŽƉƉed fŽƌ a ƐhŽƌƚ bƌeak͘ SƵddenlǇ ƚheƌe ǁaƐ an ƵneǆƉecƚed͕ lŽƵd eǆƉlŽƐiŽn 
ƚhƌŽǁing Ɛand and dƵƐƚ inƚŽ ƚhe aiƌ͘ Afƚeƌ ƚhe Ɛand and dƵƐƚ Ɛeƚƚled͕ I lŽŽked ƚŽ Ɛee if 
ƚheƌe ǁeƌe anǇ ƐƋƵad membeƌƐ injƵƌed͘ I Ɛaǁ AndǇ lǇing Žn ƚhe gƌŽƵnd neǆƚ ƚŽ a Ɛmall 
cƌaƚeƌ in ƚhe Ɛand͘ Iƚ aƉƉeaƌed ƚhaƚ he had ƐƚeƉƉed Žn a bŽŽbǇ ƚƌaƉ͘ I caƌefƵllǇ 
maneƵǀeƌed mǇ ǁaǇ Žǀeƌ ƚŽ ƚhe aƌea ǁheƌe AndǇ ǁaƐ lǇing͘ He ǁaƐ fŽƵnd lǇing Žn hiƐ 
back͘ When I ƌeached AndǇ͕ he ǁaƐ aǁake͕ and iƚ ǁaƐ aƉƉaƌenƚ ƚhaƚ he ǁaƐ in mild ƐhŽck͘ 
I immediaƚelǇ clamƉed Žff ƐŽme majŽƌ aƌƚeƌieƐ ǁiƚh hemŽƐƚaƚƐ I had in mǇ medical bag 
and aƉƉlied dƌeƐƐingƐ ƚŽ Žƚheƌ ƐhƌaƉnel ǁŽƵndƐ͘ While I aƚƚended ƚŽ AndǇ Žƚheƌ ƐƋƵad 
membeƌƐ mainƚained ƐecƵƌiƚǇ͘ I called ƚŽ ƐƋƵad leadeƌ ƚŽ ƌadiŽ fŽƌ a mediǀac helicŽƉƚeƌ 
ƐŽ ǁe cŽƵld geƚ AndǇ ƚŽ a hŽƐƉiƚal fŽƌ inƚenƐiǀe ƚƌaƵma caƌe͘ I ƌecŽgniǌed hŽǁ ƐeǀeƌelǇ 
ǁŽƵnded AndǇ ǁaƐ and aƐƐƵƌed him ƚhaƚ a mediǀac helicŽƉƚeƌ ǁŽƵld be cŽming ƚŽ 
ƚƌanƐƉŽƌƚ him ƚŽ a hŽƐƉiƚal͘ I alƐŽ aƐƐeƐƐed ƚhaƚ he ǁaƐ beginning ƚŽ eǆƉeƌience mŽdeƌaƚe 
ƚŽ Ɛeǀeƌe Ɖain and ƐƵbƐeƋƵenƚlǇ adminiƐƚeƌed MŽƌƉhine injecƚiŽn ƚŽ manage hiƐ Ɖain͘ In 
lighƚ Žf AndǇ͛Ɛ Ɛeǀeƌe injƵƌieƐ͕ I kneǁ he needed ƚŽ haǀe immediaƚe inƚenƐiǀe ƚƌaƵma 



caƌe͘ The amŽƵnƚ Žf ƚime ƚhaƚ ǁŽƵld ƉaƐƐ befŽƌe ƚhe mediǀac helicŽƉƚeƌ ǁŽƵld aƌƌiǀe 
cŽnceƌned me gƌeaƚlǇ͘ We needed ƚŽ geƚ AndǇ ƚŽ an inƚenƐiǀe ƚƌaƵma cenƚeƌ aƐ ƐŽŽn aƐ 
ƉŽƐƐible͘ SƵddenlǇ͕ aƐ if ŽƵƚ Žf nŽǁheƌe͕ a Ɛmall helicŽƉƚeƌ aƉƉeaƌed and landed neaƌ ŽƵƌ 
lŽcaƚiŽn͘ When ƚhe helicŽƉƚeƌ landed͕ a ŽneͲƐƚaƌ geneƌal gŽƚ Žff ƚhe helicŽƉƚeƌ and 
ƐƵmmŽned ƚhe ƐƋƵad leadeƌ͘ The geneƌal indicaƚed ƚhaƚ ǁhen he ǁaƐ in ƚhe aiƌ ƉaƐƐing 
neaƌ ŽƵƌ lŽcaƚiŽn͕ he Žǀeƌheaƌd ƚhe ƌadiŽman͛Ɛ ƚƌanƐmiƐƐiŽn fŽƌ ƌeƋƵeƐƚ Žf a mediǀac 
helicŽƉƚeƌ͘ The geneƌal indicaƚed ƚhaƚ he ǁanƚed ƚŽ gŽ ahead and ƚƌanƐƉŽƌƚ AndǇ ƚŽ 
DaNang ǁheƌe he cŽƵld geƚ ƚhe emeƌgencǇ caƌe he needed͘ AƐ ǁe caƌƌied and lŽaded 
AndǇ Žǀeƌ ƚŽ ƚhe geneƌal͛Ɛ helicŽƉƚeƌ ƚhe geneƌal diƌecƚed me ƚŽ cŽme alŽng͘ BecaƵƐe Žf 
ƚhe Ɛeǀeƌe naƚƵƌe Žf AndǇ͛Ɛ injƵƌieƐ͕ I ƌeƋƵeƐƚed ƚhe men caƌƌǇing AndǇ ƚŽ Ɖlace him Žn 
ƚhe geneƌal͛Ɛ fƌŽnƚ cŽckƉiƚ Ɛeaƚ ƵƉƐide dŽǁn ǁiƚh hiƐ faceͲƵƉ head hanging Žǀeƌ fƌŽnƚ 
edge Žf Ɛeaƚ ƐŽ aƐ ƚŽ keeƉ blŽŽd in hiƐ ƚŽƌƐŽ and head and aǀŽiding fƵƌƚheƌ blŽŽd lŽƐƐ 
fƌŽm ƐhƌaƉnel injƵƌieƐ inǀŽlǀing lŽǁeƌ abdŽmen and lŽǁeƌ eǆƚƌemiƚieƐ͘ The geneƌal͛Ɛ 
helicŽƉƚeƌ ƚŽŽk Žff in flighƚ ǁiƚh me ƚending ƚŽ AndǇ͘ Meanǁhile ƚhe geneƌal ƌadiŽed 
ahead ƚŽ DaNang HŽƐƉiƚal and ƌeƋƵeƐƚed ƐƵƌgical ƚeam ƚŽ ƐƚandbǇ and ƌeadǇ͘  

When ǁe aƌƌiǀed and landed aƚ ƚhe DaNang HŽƐƉiƚal ƚhe ƐƵƌgical ƚeam ǁaƐ ǁaiƚing ǁiƚh 
a gƵƌneǇ Žn ƚhe ƌƵnǁaǇ ƚaƌmac and immediaƚelǇ ƌƵƐhed AndǇ inƚŽ ƐƵƌgeƌǇ͘ I ƚhanked ƚhe 
geneƌal fŽƌ ǁhaƚ he had dŽne͘ I fŽllŽǁed ƚhe ƐƵƌgical ƚeam inƚŽ ƚhe hŽƐƉiƚal and ǁaƐ 
diƌecƚed ƚŽ ƚhe ƐƵƌgeƌǇ ǁaiƚing aƌea͘ TheǇ infŽƌmed me ƚhaƚ I ǁŽƵld be ƵƉdaƚed ƌegaƌding 
AndǇ͛Ɛ cŽndiƚiŽn afƚeƌ he ǁaƐ ŽƵƚ Žf ƐƵƌgeƌǇ and in ƌecŽǀeƌǇ͘ I ƐƚeƉƉed aǁaǇ fƌŽm ƚhe 
ǁaiƚing aƌea and Ɛaǁ a chaƉel͘ I enƚeƌed ƚhe chaƉel and ƉƌaǇed fŽƌ AndǇ and ǁaiƚed 
befŽƌe ƌeƚƵƌning ƚŽ ƚhe ƐƵƌgeƌǇ ǁaiƚing aƌea͘ Afƚeƌ Ɛeǀeƌal hŽƵƌƐ ƉaƐƐed Žne Žf ƚhe 
ƐƵƌgeŽnƐ came ƚŽ ƚhe ǁaiƚing aƌea and ƐƉŽke ǁiƚh me͘ The ƐƵƌgeŽn infŽƌmed me ƚhaƚ 
AndǇ͛Ɛ injƵƌieƐ ǁeƌe ƐŽ eǆƚenƐiǀe and ƚhaƚ deƐƉiƚe mƵlƚiƉle ƵniƚƐ Žf blŽŽd he did nŽƚ 
ƐƵƌǀiǀe ƚhe ƐƵƌgeƌǇ͘ I ƌeƋƵeƐƚed ƚŽ ƉaǇ mǇ ƌeƐƉecƚƐ ƚŽ AndǇ and ǁaƐ ƚaken ƚŽ ƚhe aƌea 
ƚhaƚ AndǇ ǁaƐ and ƋƵieƚlǇ Ɖaid mǇ ƌeƐƉecƚƐ͘  

To the family members of Andrew ͞Andy͟ Rankin, Lance Corporal, USMC ʹ I hŽƉe ƉeƌhaƉƐ 
iƚ can be Žf ƐŽme cŽmfŽƌƚ ƚŽ ǇŽƵ ƚŽ knŽǁ ƚhaƚ AndǇ did nŽƚ ƐƵffeƌ in a lŽƚ Žf Ɖain͘ The 
ƵneǆƉecƚed blaƐƚ and eǆƉlŽƐiŽn ƚhaƚ ŽccƵƌƌed ǁhen he ƚƌiggeƌed ƚhe bŽŽbǇ ƚƌaƉ 
haƉƉened ƐŽ inƐƚanƚaneŽƵƐlǇ͘ When I ƚended ƚŽ AndǇ͕ he ǁaƐ aǁake bƵƚ in mild ƐhŽck͘ 
When he began ƚŽ eǆƉeƌience mŽdeƌaƚe ƚŽ Ɛeǀeƌe Ɖain͕ I adminiƐƚeƌed MŽƌƉhine 
injecƚiŽn ƚŽ manage hiƐ Ɖain͘ PeƌhaƉƐ͕ alƐŽ͕ I hŽƉe iƚ can be Žf ƐŽme cŽmfŽƌƚ ƚŽ ǇŽƵ ƚŽ 
knŽǁ ƚhaƚ he ƌeceiǀed ƚhe mŽƐƚ eǆƉedienƚ and beƐƚ medicalͬƐƵƌgical caƌe ƚhankƐ ƚŽ ƚhe 
geneƌal͛Ɛ cŽmƉaƐƐiŽn ƚŽ inƚeƌcede ǁiƚh geƚƚing AndǇ ƚƌanƐƉŽƌƚed immediaƚelǇ ƚŽ ƚhe 
DaNang HŽƐƉiƚal͘ TŽ me iƚ ǁaƐ GŽd͛Ɛ gƌace in acƚiŽn͘ 



I am ƐŽƌƌǇ fŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ lŽƐƐ͕ and I ǁanƚ ǇŽƵ ƚŽ knŽǁ ƚhaƚ͘ The memŽƌial in hŽnŽƌ Žf AndǇ ƚhaƚ 
ǇŽƵ and ǇŽƵƌ ƐiblingƐ made ƚŽ ƚhe Sƚ ChaƌleƐ Vieƚ Nam MƵƐeƵm iƐ aǁeƐŽme͊ I hŽnŽƌ͕ 
ƌeƐƉecƚ͕ and ƚhank AndǇ fŽƌ hiƐ Ɛeƌǀice͘ I ƚhank ǇŽƵ and ǇŽƵƌ ƐiblingƐ fŽƌ allŽǁing me ƚŽ 
Ɛhaƌe ƚhiƐ naƌƌaƚiǀe ǁiƚh ǇŽƵ abŽƵƚ ƚhe eǀenƚƐ ƐƵƌƌŽƵnding ƚhe daǇ AndǇ ǁaƐ ǁŽƵnded͘ 

Repectfully ʹ Gary Johnson 

 

 


